
1

The Layalina Review  
On Public Diplomacy and Arab Media

R e m o d e l i n g 
of  Arab Media 
Shows Promise 
The latest  technologica l 
deve lopments  in  Arab wor ld 
broadcast ing  show s igni f icant 
progress  in  press  f reedoms and 
audience  outreach,  according 
to  Gulfnews .com.  Speci f ica l l y, 
the  growth of  sate l l i te  channels 
has  made an  except iona l  impact 
by  c i rcumvent ing  Arab states ’ 
contro l  over  the  stream of 
informat ion. 

Trans i t ioning  those  author i tar ian 
reg imes  in  the  Middle  East 
prev ious l y  and current l y  led 
by  oppress ive  d ictators ,  these 
deve lopments  demonstrate  the 
inf luent ia l  ro le  of  the  media  in 
d ispers ing  facts  and a l lowing 
“socia l  groups  or  governments 
a l ike  to  present  their  v iews 
ef fect ive l y  in  the  v i ta l  batt le 
for  hear ts  and minds .”  As  Kat i 
Marton,  rec ip ient  of  the  United 
Nat ions  Associat ion’s  Leo Nevas 
Pr ize  s tated ,  “Facts  are  the 
most  potent  of  a l l  weapons ,  and 
dictators  know that . ”

As  such,  informat ion has 
become a  more  powerfu l  force  in 
mobi l iz ing  movements  s ince  the 
burgeoning  of  sate l l i te  channels , 
which communicate  more  ideas 
and informat ion f rom a  wide 
range  of  sources .  Such channels 
are  “cross ing  nat iona l  borders 
without  permiss ion or  censorship . 
And with  no integrated ideology 
to  indoctr inate  the  masses ,  the 
mass ive ,  s tate-owned media 
machiner y  has  become a lmost 
i r re levant , ”  she  sa id . 

Fur thermore ,  the  deve lopment 
of  sate l l i te  channels  a l lows 
c i t izens  to  d isp lay  perspect ives 

and be l ie fs  once  prohibited  by 
government-contro l led  media 
out lets .  However,  such channels 
have  their  f laws ,  in  that  there  have 
been gross  embel l i shments  and 
bia ses  in  report ing  the  news .  As  a 
resu l t ,  the  credence  of  broadcasts 
cont inues  to  be  quest ioned. 

In  tandem with  sate l l i te  channel 
deve lopments ,  ongoing  media 
reforms in  Arab countr ies  are 
creat ing  a  s t rong foundat ion 
that  may prove  to  be  a  model  for 
present ing  accurate  news  with 
cons iderable  outreach. 

For  instance ,  new in i t iat ives  to 
bolster  the  deve lopment  of  publ ic 
ser v ice  media  in  Tunis ia  and 
Egy pt  are  under way,  according 
to  ScreenAfr ica  news .  At  a 
conference  attended by  over  “200 
de legates  represent ing  European 
and Arabic  internat iona l 
inst i tut ions ,  internat iona l 
profess iona l  organizat ions , 
ambassadors  of  donor  countr ies , 
numerous  major  audiovisua l 
media  organizat ions ,  and severa l 
cooperat ion and deve lopment 
a gencies , ”  par t ic ipants  enga ged 
in  d iscuss ions  a ssess ing  the 
broadcast ing  needs  of  Tunis ia  and 
Egy pt .  
	
Through dia logue ,  attendees 
were  ab le  to  establ i sh  top 
pr ior i t ies ,  which inc luded the 
necessar y  t ra in ing  of  s taf f  such 
a s  journa l i s ts ,  acquir ing  technica l 
equipment ,  of fer ing  internat iona l 
programming,  and establ i shing 
“regulator y  author i t ies  and a  new 
leg is lat ive  f ramework.”  
	  
As  the  broadcast ing  f ramework 
becomes  establ i shed,  Tunis ia 
a l so  i s  exper iencing  a  swel l  in 
fact-based journa l i sm and the 
emergence  of  a  mult i tude  of 
media  a gencies ,  wr i tes  F lorence 
Pichon of  Editorsweblog .org .

Concurrent  with  the  Tunis ian 
Inter ior  Ministr y  demanding 
factua l  journa l i sm in  the  countr y, 
Pichon notes  that  over  70 media 
f i rms  have  sought  l icenses  for  their 
enterpr ises  in  Tunis .  Fur thermore , 
Tunis ia  has  surpassed Lebanon as 
the  “best  p lace”  in  the  Arab wor ld 
for  working  reporters ,  and “has 
taken over  in  the  annual  ranking 
of  media  f reedom by  Reporters 
without  Borders . ” 

In  addit ion,  Libya  has  exper ienced 
a  growth in  media  out lets  a s  more 
than 80 burgeoning  newspaper 
and ma gazine  a gencies  have  been 
establ i shed.  Even an  a l l -Engl i sh 
publ icat ion ent i t led  Libya  Post 
has  been launched. 

However,  the  abundance  of 
newspapers  has  a l so  revea led 
a  problem:  i t  has  become 
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increas ing l y  more  d i f f icu l t  to 
d iscr iminate  between news  based 
on opinion versus  news  based on 
fact .

“The media are 
mere tools that 
allow social groups 
or governments 
alike to present their 
views effectively in 
the vital battle for 
hearts and minds.”   
 
Marwan Al Kabalan, 
columnist for Gulf News

Reassur ing l y,  Pichon sug gests 
that  “compet it ion wi l l  sure l y  edge 
out  lower  qua l i ty  publ icat ions 
and favor  those  with  better 
content . ”  Indeed,  “High-qua l i ty 
journa l i sm remains  key.” 

S ince  the  pressure  to  create  a 
successfu l  Arab media  f i rm now 
impl ies  mandator y  attent ion to 
impart ia l i ty  and accurate  news 
report ing ,  broadcast ing  in  the 
Arab wor ld  should  cont inue  to 
prosper  and may even one day 
r iva l  other  g loba l  media  out lets .

To support  such endur ing 
prosper i ty,  numerous  media 
conferences  have  taken p lace , 
such a s  the  Arab Media  For um 
held  May 17-18 ,  and the  Annual 
Media  and Telecommunicat ions 
Convergence  Conference  he ld 
in  Amman on June 6 ,  reports 
Gulfnews .com and Rapid  TV 
News.  The exchange  of  d ia logue 
at  these  for ums inevitabl y  wi l l 
foster  new deve lopments  in  the 
media  and i t s  exploding  f reedoms, 
leading  to  a  permanent l y  changed 
Arab wor ld . 

At  the  June  6  media  conference 
he ld  in  Jordan,  Pr incess  Sumaya 

poignant l y  concluded,  “Our 
[Arab]  wor ld  i s  dynamic ;  i t  i s 
demanding ;  and i t  i s  ambit ious . 
It  i s  fue l led  by  pass ion and i t  i s 
empowered by  technology.  It  i s 
creat ive ,  i t  i s  hopefu l  and i t  i s 
not  going  back to  the  i so lat ion of 
the  past . ”

M E N A 
Tr a n s i t i o n s 
at  an  Impasse
Now that  Yemen’s  Al i  Abdul lah 
Sa leh  has  g iven up his  r u le  of 
the  countr y  to  the  masses  of 
d is jo inted but  pers i s tent  fact ions 
and tr ibes  ca l l ing  for  h is  ouster, 
the  momentum for  change  across 
the  Middle  East  and North Af r ica 
(MENA) reg ion may be  returning , 
reports  The Economist . 

According  to  the  ar t ic le ,  the 
retreat  of  the  third  Arab dictator 
s ince  the  beginning  of  the  Arab 
Spr ing  s ix  months  a go has  the 
potent ia l  to  spark  opt imism and 
rekindle  the  f lame of  revolut ion 
in  those  MENA countr ies 
s t i l l  f ight ing  for  democrat ic 
t rans i t ions  of  power  in  their  own 
governments .

Current l y,  Syr ia ’s  re lent less 
pres ident ,  Bashar  a l -Assad, 
mainta ins  h is  t ight  gr ip  on the 
fami l y  monarchy,  a l l  the  whi le 
increas ing  his  army’s  a ssau l ts  on 
unarmed c iv i l ians  and protesters , 
thereby  sending  waves  of  refugees 
into  border ing  Turkey. 

In  addit ion,  Muammar Qaddaf i 
reta ins  h is  seat  of  power  in 
Libya ,  defy ing  NATO’s  constant 
bombing campaigns  and growing 
threats  f rom the  internat iona l 
community  that  v io lence  a ga inst 
h is  reg ime wi l l  cont inue  unt i l 
he  concedes  defeat .  Both of 
these  setbacks  had def lated  the 
ear l y  momentum fe l t  by  Arab 
protesters  across  the  reg ion after 
the  fa l l  of  Tunis ia ’s  and Egy pt ’s 
d ictators ,  wr i tes  The Economist .

However,  the  newsma gazine  warns 
that  a l though the  momentum for 

change  across  the  MENA region 
may be  returning ,  in  no way  does 
Yemen’s  successfu l  over throw of 
Sa leh  hera ld  harmony.  The author 
points  out ,  “Yemen i s  the  Arabs ’ 
lea st  governable  countr y.  It  i s 
unc lear  what  or  who comes  next 
there , ”  referr ing  to  the  power 
vacuum left  by  Sa leh’s  hurr ied 
depar ture  fo l lowing  a  d i rect  and 
harmful  attack on his  compound.

“In  Yemen tr iba l  loya l t ies  far 
outgun,  often l i tera l l y,  those  who 
seek to  bui ld  democracy  and c iv i l 
inst i tut ions , ”  the  author  added. 
The var ious  t r iba l  r iva l r ies ,  in 
addit ion to  holdovers  f rom the  o ld 
reg ime that  reta in  command over 
the  republ ican guard  and l ike l y 
wi l l  put  up a  f ight ,  indicate  that 
a  smooth or  harmonious  power 
t rans i t ion i s  h ighl y  unl ike l y  in 
the  Arab wor ld ’s  poorest  countr y.

Another  ar t ic le  in  The Economist 
sheds  l ight  on the  United States ’ 
nat iona l  secur i ty  concerns 
regarding  the  array  of  opt ions 
ava i lab le  in  Yemen to  f i l l  the 
subsequent  power  vacuum left 
by  Sa leh .  The most  t roubl ing  for 
the  Obama administrat ion,  and 
arguably  the  rest  of  the  wor ld , 
i s  a l -Qaeda ’s  reportedl y  growing 
presence  in  the  southeast  of  the 
peninsula .  

“Although Mr.  Sa leh  has 
exa g gerated the  a l -Qaeda  threat , 
extreme Is lamists  are  indeed 
steadi l y  ga in ing  more  room for 
manoeuvre .  Thanks  to  Yemen’s 
enfeebled  centra l  governance , 
r ug ged terra in  and rampant 
pover ty,  they  have  been able  to 
thr ive , ”  the  ar t ic le  pos i ts .  Adding 
to  internat iona l  concern ,  The 
Economist  notes ,  “Mr.  Sa leh’s 
American- tra ined counter-
terror i sm units  have  been unable 
to  wipe  them out . ”

Despite  Sa leh’s  c la ims  that 
he  was  a  bulwark a ga inst  the 
terror i st  network,  and before  the 
wounded leader  le f t  for  Saudi 
Arabia ,  former  Yemeni  defense 
minister  Abdul lah  Al i  E l iwa 
expressed skept ic i sm over  Sa leh’s 
commitment  to  r id  the  nat ion of 
a l -Qaeda  operat ives . 
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Speaking  about  the  recent  reports 
that  the  c i ty  of  Zin j ibar  had 
fa l len  to  terror i sts ,  E l iwa  i ssued 
this  accusator y  s tatement ,  s igned 
by  n ine  other  senior  of f icers : 
Mr.  Sa leh  handed Zin j ibar  to 
terror i sts  in  order  to  “ f r ighten 
people  that ,  i f  he  goes ,  Yemen 
wi l l  become Somal ia . ”  Now that 
Sa leh  i s  gone ,  the  US and Yemen’s 
Saudi  ne ighbors  must  decide  how 
much energy,  t ime and capita l  to 
invest  to  br ing  even a  modicum of 
s tabi l i ty  and peace  to  the  nat ion.

Just  a s  Yemen’s  f reedom f rom 
Sa leh indicates  a  potent ia l  change 
in  momentum for  the  countr y 
and MENA region,  the  ba lance 
of  power  in  Syr ia  may s lowly  be 
shi f t ing  away  f rom Pres ident 
Bashar  a l -Assad and toward i t s 
unre lent ing  protesters .

Also  appear ing  in  an  ar t ic le  by 
The Economist ,  news  that  the 
reg ime’s  ferocious  crackdown on 
dissenters  has  actua l l y  sparked 
more  intense  and dispersed 
protests  may point  to  growing 
f i s sures  in  the  government  and 
an  increase  in  power  for  Syr ia ’s 
c i t izen opposit ion.  Indeed, 
though Assad ’s  secur i ty  and 
mi l i tar y  forces  have  increased 
their  attacks  on c iv i l ian 
protesters ,  pushing  the  death  to l l 
wel l  past  1 ,200,  res i s tance  to  the 
reg ime pers i s ts  and appears  to  be 
hardening .

The ar t ic le  d iscusses  the  two most 
important  unanswered quest ions 
that  l ike l y  wi l l  determine  the 
outcome and stabi l i ty  of  Syr ia ’s 
future .  The f i r s t  i s  whether  the 

revolt  wi l l  reach Damascus ,  the 
countr y ’s  capita l ,  and Aleppo,  i t s 
second big gest  c i ty. 

Whi le  the  protests  have  yet 
to  take  root  in  urban areas , 
Damascus  has  not  been quiet 
and angr y  demonstrat ions  have 
taken p lace  in  the  hear t  of  the 
c i ty.  Aleppo,  on the  other  hand, 
“haunted by  a  crackdown a ga inst 
Is lamists  in  the  1980s  and st i l l 
heav i l y  pol iced,  may  be  the  la st 
c i ty  where  people  wi l l  take  to 
the  streets  en  masse .  But  unrest 
i s  growing  there  too,”  the  ar t ic le 
points  out . 

Likewise ,  the  newsma gazine 
reports  that  a  growing  number 
of  re l ig ious  leaders ,  Syr ia ’s 
minor i t ies  who former l y  looked 
to  Assad for  protect ion,  and 
severa l  hundred thousand 
Palest in ians  who res ide  in  the 
countr y  a l l  appear  to  be  turning 
a ga inst  the  pres ident  in  favor  of 
the  protesters . 

“We’re  gett ing  to  a  t ipping 
point ,  where  groups  wait ing  for 
a  ba lance  of  power  to  change  wi l l 
move ,”  says  a  veteran ana l yst  in 
Damascus  after  c la shes  on June 
6  in  Yarmouk,  Syr ia ’s  l argest 
refugee  camp.

The second most  important 
i s sue  for  Syr ia  i s  whether  or  not 
Pres ident  Assad ’s  secur i ty  forces 
wi l l  remain  loya l  to  h is  reg ime. 
Whi le  they  have  been Assad ’s 
most  powerfu l  and wide l y  used 
weapon to  cr ush interna l  d issent , 
the  events  of  June  5  in  the  town 
of  Ji s r  a l -Shughour,  near  the 
northwestern  border  with  Turkey, 
sug gest  that  some of  the  army’s 
middle  and lower  ranks  are 
beginning  to  defect  –  a  prospect 
that  should  scare  the  s i t t ing 
d ictator.

R e v i s i n g 
S t r a t e g i e s 
in  US Publ ic 
Diplomacy
President  Barack Obama recent l y 
named Los  Angeles  bus inessman 
Sim Farar as  a  member of  the United 
States  Advisor y  Commiss ion 
on Publ ic  Diplomacy,  reports 
Biz journa l .  The commiss ion 
i s  charged with  appra is ing  US 
government  act iv i t ies  intended 
to  understand,  inform and 
inf luence  fore ign  publ ics  and 
to  make recommendat ions  on 
the  same to  the  Pres ident ,  the 
Secretar y  of  State ,  the  Congress 
and the  publ ic .

A seasoned bus inessman,  Mr. 
Farar  was  a l so  the  United States 
Representat ive  to  the  54th 
Genera l  Assembly  at  the  United 
Nat ions .  “I  am honored and 
pr iv i leged to  be  appointed by 
Pres ident  Obama and approved by 
the  United States  Senate  to  ser ve 
a s  a  Commiss ioner  to  the  United 
States  Advisor y  Commiss ion 
on Publ ic  Diplomacy  and I 
look for ward to  working  in  the 
Internat iona l  arena  dur ing  these 
cha l lenging  t imes ,”  Farar  sa id  in 
a  s tatement .

In  other  news ,  the  Broadcast ing 
Board of  Governors  (BBG) i s 
s tepping  up ef for ts  on improving 
the  qua l i ty  of  US internat iona l 
broadcast ing ,  according  to  a 
press  re lease  by  the  BBG.  “US 
internat iona l  broadcast ing  i s 
fac ing  some tough cha l lenges ,  not 
just  f rom growing  compet it ion 
and t ight  budgets ,  but  a l so  f rom 
the  increas ing l y  sophist icated 
crackdowns  on f ree  media  in  many 
countr ies  around the  wor ld ,”  sa id 
BBG chairman Walter  Isaacson.

Governors  out l ined a  ser ies 
of  Board act ions  taken dur ing 
their  f i r s t  year  to  dr ive  greater 
e f f ic iency,  and to  reform Board 
operat ions  and governance , 
inc luding  merging  staf f 
components  of  the  Agency.  Board 

“We’re getting to a 
tipping point, where 
groups waiting for a 
balance of power to 
change will move,” 
 
veteran analyst in Damascus
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members  h ighl ighted changes  in 
leadership  and programming at 
Radio  and TV Mart i ,  the  Pers ian 
News network of  the  Voice  of 
America  and the  Internat iona l 
Broadcast ing  Bureau.

Yet ,  Russ ia  Today  lampoons  the 
BBG,  remarking  that  “domest ic 
publ ic  broadcast ing  i s  on 
the  congress iona l  chopping 
b lock in  the  US,  but  there  are 
more  taxpayer  dol lars  for  US 
internat iona l  broadcast ing  being 
spent  than ever—$768 mi l l ion 
for  2011  a lone .”  What  i s  more , 
according  to  the  Engl i sh  langua ge 
Russ ian  fore ign  channel ,  the  BBG 
is  bare l y  known among Americans 
and the  pr ior i ty  granted to  the 
Musl im wor ld  i s  contradictor y 
with  i t s  own miss ion.

Display ing  a  poor  t rack record 
on interna l  af fa i rs ,  comments  the 
news  s i te ,  the  BBG’s  t reatment  of 
i t s  own employees  has  provoked 
strong cr i t ic i sm f rom unions . 
“Blocking  s ick  leave ,  spy ing  on 
employees  who leave  ear l y  or  make 
personal  phone ca l l s  and pol i t ica l 
interference  in  the  newsroom 
are  a l l  something ,”  expla ins 
the  pres ident  of  the  Loca l  1812 
of  the  American Federat ion of 
Government  Employees  Time 

Shamble .  Loca l  1812  i s  the  union 
that  represents  BBG employees .

Fina l l y,  Russ ia  Today  a l so 
quest ioned the  neutra l i ty  of 
the  Agency,  c i t ing  lawyer  and 
journa l i s t  Eva  Gol inger  who 
c la imed the  BBG uses  pr ivate , 
interna l  s tat ions  in  nat ions 
to  broadcast  pro-America 
propa ganda and inc ite  ant i -
government  fer vor  in  p laces  l ike 
Venezuela .

Never the less ,  the  BBG is 
undergoing  great  changes .  For 
example ,  when Walter  Isaacson 
championed Voice  of  America ’s 
dec is ion to  shut  down i ts 
shortwave  radio  broadcasts  to 
China  — and shi f t  those  funds 
to  the  Internet ,  ce l l  phones  and 
other  forms of  d ig i ta l  media  — he 
v iewed i t  a s  the  sens ib le  updat ing 
of  a  propa ganda p laybook dat ing 
f rom the  Cold  War,  reports  The 
New York Times .

As  par t  of  i t s  year long  rev iew,  Mr. 
Isaacson’s  board  seeks  ways  to 
streaml ine  and modernize  Voice  of 
America  and i t s  s i s ter  networks . 
To be  sure ,  the  broadcasters  have 
made s igni f icant  s tr ides .  Voice  of 
America  i s  inv i t ing  l i s teners  to 
f i le  reports  about  the  upr is ings 
in  Bahra in  on Facebook,  whi le 
Radio  Free  Asia  i s  a g gress ive l y 
deve loping  technology  to 
c i rcumvent  f i rewal l s  that  the 
Chinese  government  puts  up to 
b lock i t s  t ransmiss ions .

“Whether  i t ’s  Voice  of  America 
or  my prev ious  employers , 
CNN or  ABC,  they  need to  be 
on the  Internet ,  on  Fl ickr  and 
on Twitter, ”  Mr.  Ensor  sa id  by 
phone f rom Kabul ,  where  he  was 
packing  to  leave .

Arabic  Langua ge 
Content  Makes 
Headway Onl ine
At the  Arab Advisers 
Group’s  8th  Annual  Media 
and Telecommunicat ions 

Convergence  Conference , 
Pr incess  Sumaya  of  Jordan 
highl ighted the  dramat ic  growth 
that  Arabic  langua ge  content  i s 
undergoing  onl ine ,  pos i t ioning 
Jordan a s  the  top contr ibutor 
with  75% of  the  reg ion’s  Arabic 
content  or ig inat ing  f rom the 
Kingdom,  notes  Khetam Malkawi 
for  Istock Analyst . 

Focus ing  on how technology 
empowers  people ,  Sumaya  added, 
“Levera g ing  this  new landscape 
i s  the  key  to  our  companies ’  and 
our  communit ies ’  future  progress 
and prosper i ty. ”

Carol  Bar tz ,  g loba l  CEO of 
Yahoo! ,  attested that  the 
American dig i ta l  media  company 
i s  making  str ides  s ince  procur ing 
Maktoob.com in  late  2009, 
reports  Dereck Baldwin for 
Gulf  News.  In  par t icu lar,  the 
corporat ion i s  p lanning  to  set 
“ the  reg iona l  onl ine  a genda with 
more  Arabic  content  to  reach 
a  growing  audience  across  the 
Middle  East  and North Af r ica . ”

“When we look around the  wor ld , 
the  Middle  East  i s  one  of  the 
most  exc it ing  markets  for  us  at 
Yahoo! ,  with  a  combinat ion of 
rapid  user  growth and a  ver y 
attract ive  adver t i s ing  market 
with  incredib le  potent ia l , ”  Bar tz 
to ld  reporters  at  Yahoo!  of f ices 
in  Dubai .

Commenting  on market  growth 
and investment  opportunit ies , 
she  added that  the  market  awaits 
f resh  investment  a s  an  increas ing 
number  of  people  in  the 
reg ion jo in  the  wor ld  Internet 
community.  “As  the  premier 
d ig i ta l  media  company,  we see  a 
huge  opportunity  in  the  growth 
of  the  web in  the  Middle  East  and 
North Af r ica , ”  Bar tz  cont inued.

Whi le  today,  one  percent  of 
onl ine  content  i s  in  Arabic ,  f ive 
percent  of  the  wor ld ’s  onl ine 
populat ion speaks  Arabic ,  and 
the  number  of  Internet  users 
who speak Arabic  increased by  an 
a stonishing  2 ,298  per  cent  f rom 
2000 to  2009,  remarked Kar im 
Sabba gh at  Booz & Company for 

“US international 
broadcasting is 
facing some tough 
challenges…from 
the increasingly 
sophisticated 
crackdowns on free 
media in many 
countries around 
the world,”  
Walter Isaacson, BBG 
ChairmanPresident 
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The Nationa l .  He commented 
fur ther  on the  need to  have 
more  onl ine  content  in  Arabic  a s 
“GCC nat ions  are  s taking  their 
futures  on the  deve lopment  of 
knowledge  economies ,  and the 
abi l i ty  to  generate ,  a g gregate  and 
disseminate  informat ion.”

However,  Mr.  Sabba gh wondered 
i f  the  reg ion i s  “ ready  for 
the  d ig i ta l  t ransformat ion 
of  our  economies  and dig i ta l 
advancement  of  our  societ ies . ”  In 
the  2010-2011  Global  Informat ion 
Technology  Report  publ i shed by 
the  World  Economic  For um,  the 
UAE ranked number  24  in  terms 
of  overa l l  network readiness , 
Qatar  ranked 25,  Bahra in  ranked 
30 and Saudi  Arabia  ranked 33 .

Whi le  there  i s  s t i l l  a  long  way 
to  go ,  the  author  pra ised  the 
adaptat ion of  t radit iona l  sources 
-  newspapers ,  books ,  music  - 
into  d ig i ta l  formats ,  not ing  the 
p ivota l  ro le  of  “ t r u l y  innovat ive 
Arabic  d ig i ta l  content  [ that] 
fosters  new knowledge  and of fers 
ins ights  that  are  not  ava i lab le  in 
any  other  format .”

Although Sabba gh advocated 
for  subs id ies  and grants  to  fund 
the  d ig i ta l  creat ion of  content 
that  has  va lue  for  indiv idua ls , 
bus inesses  and governments , 
he  a l so  strongl y  recommended 
foster ing  a  favorable  environment 
for  bus iness  innovat ion,  and 
fac i l i tat ing  the  creat ion of  an 
industr y  based on dig i ta l  content . 
“In  doing  so ,”  he  concluded, 
“we can ga in  the  hear ts  and 
minds  of  an  ent i re  generat ion 
and enable  Arabic  to  c la im i ts 
r ight  a s  the  langua ge  of  ins ights 
and knowledge  in  this  d ig i ta l 
centur y. ”

The Arab Socia l  Media  Report 
in  Januar y  2011  showed that  over 
21  mi l l ion  Facebook users  are 
located in  the  Arab wor ld .  “The 
fact  that  some 45  per  cent  of  the 
UAE populat ion are  on Facebook 
has  made i t  wise  and fars ighted 
of  the  UAE Government  to  bui ld 
i t s  prof i le  and presence  on the 
socia l  media , ”  Sa lem Khamis  Al -
Shair,  Director  Genera l  of  UAE 
eGovernment  to ld  Khalee j  Times .

Whi le  socia l  media  i s  a 
va luable  communicat ion and 
e-Par t ic ipat ion tool ,  Al -Shair 
emphas ized the  importance 
of  knowing how to  use  these 
media  wise l y  to  achieve  des i red 
organizat iona l  ob ject ives . 
The Emirates  e -Government , 
in  co l laborat ion with  the 
Dubai  School  of  Government , 
UAE Government  ent i t ies , 
informat ion technology  research 
f i rm Gartner  Inc ,  and the  United 
Nat ions  e -Government  Program, 
according l y  deve loped guide l ines 
for  socia l  media  usa ge  in  the  UAE 
to  dea l  with  this  set  of  r u les .

“This  document  of fers  pol icy 
guide l ines  to  government 
ent i t ies  in  the  countr y  on how 
to  ut i l ize  socia l  media  tools  in 
a  responsib le ,  safe  and ef fect ive 
manner  to  communicate  with 
their  c l ients  and publ ic  and 
enga ge  them in  des igning  and 
de l iver ing  government  programs 
and ser v ices , ”  he  noted.

Al -Shair  argued each government 
body should  form a  socia l 

media  unit  to  deve lop re levant 
indicators  to  measure  the 
impact  of  enga ging  with  the 
publ ic  through new media  tools , 
and receive  educat iona l  and 
awareness -ra i s ing  programs to 
understand these  methods .

Ce l l  Phone 
C o m p a n y 
Cla ims Arab 
Spr ing
The Egy pt ian  branch of  Vodafone, 
an  internat iona l  communicat ions 
company,  i s  under  f i re  af ter 
publ ic l y  sug gest ing  i t  was  the 
cata l yst  for  the  revolut ion that 
resu l ted  in  the  oust ing  of 
Pres ident  Hosni  Mubarak, 
reports  the  Dai l y  Mai l . 

According  to  London-based 
Channel  4  News,  the  controversy 
s tems f rom a  three-minute  v ideo 
that  was  posted on YouTube 
by  JWT, an  adver t i s ing  a gency 
connected to  the  Vodafone 
Group.  The v ideo inc ludes  c l ips 
f rom Vodafone ’s  “Our  Power ” 
adver t i s ing  campaign that  ran 
dur ing  the  weeks  leading  up to 
the  revolut ion in  Januar y. 

Addit iona l l y,  the  YouTube v ideo 
incorporates  ima ges  f rom the 
mass  protests  that  took p lace  in 
Cairo ’s  famed Tahr ir  Square ,  with 
Vodafone c la iming  that  whi le  i t 
d id  not  s tar t  the  revolut ion, 
i t  “ reminded Egy pt ians  how 
powerfu l  they  are , ”  thereby 
inspir ing  the  Januar y  events .

Egy pt ian  onl ine  act iv i s ts , 
inc luding  b log ger  Mohamed 
El -Dahshan,  are  enra ged that 
Vodafone would  imply  i t  p layed 
such a  p ivota l  ro le  in  motivat ing 
the  masses ,  thereby  undermining 
the  ef for ts  of  the  Egy pt ian 
publ ic . 

“Never  mind the  years  of 
act iv i sm,  the  protests ,  the 
decades  of  cumulated gr ievances , 
the  terr ib le  economic  s i tuat ion, 

“…the Middle East 
is one of the most 
exciting markets 
for us at Yahoo!, 
with a combination 
of rapid user 
growth and a 
very attractive 
advertising market 
with incredible 
potential.” 
Carol Bartz, global CEO of 

Yahoo!
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the  trampled pol i t ica l  f reedoms, 
the  pol ice  br uta l i ty,  the  tor ture , ” 
El -Dahshan to ld  The Guardian .

Many be l ieve  Vodafone ’s  c la ims 
insu l t  those  who lost  their  l ives 
dur ing  the  upr is ings  in  Egy pt , 
and const i tute  an  attempt  to 
boost  sa les  in  the  aftermath of 
the  revolut ion.  Ramy Raoof, 
an  act iv i s t  with  the  Egy pt ian 
Init iat ive  for  Personal  Rights , 
expla ined to  the  Dai l y  Mai l ,  “Al l 
companies  in  Egy pt  are  t r y ing  to 
use  revolut ionar y  and nat iona l i s t 
ima ger y  r ight  now to  dr ive  sa les . ”

Egy pt ians  a l so  take  i s sue  with 
the  fact  that  Vodafone,  a long 
with  other  te lecommunicat ions 
companies ,  compl ied  with 
government  orders  to  shut  of f 
ser v ices  dur ing  the  revolut ion. 
Likewise ,  the  Dai l y  Mai l  wr i tes , 
the  company i s  be ing  accused of 
providing  government  of f ic ia l s 
with  personal  informat ion about 
opposit ion forces . 

In  response  to  publ ic  outra ge , 
Hatem Dowidar,  the  CEO of 
Vodafone Egy pt ,  denies  hav ing 
pr ior  knowledge  of  the  v ideo. 
Channel  4  News reports  that 
Dowidar  mainta ins  that  Vodafone 
has  s tr ict  pol ic ies  prevent ing 
i t  f rom associat ing  i t se l f  with 
pol i t ica l  or  re l ig ious  movements .

Raoof,  referr ing  to  the 
communicat ions  companies , 

ins i s ts  they  are  “ the  ones 
who handed out  our  personal 
informat ion to  state  secur i ty,  the 
ones  who shut  down our  l ines  and 
who he lped the  government  cut 
us  of f  –  i t ’s  too far.  People  are 
ta lk ing  about  compensat ion but 
we don’t  want  money.  We want  to 
see  people  on tr ia l . ”

Internet Outage in 
Syria
A large  major i ty  of  the  Syr ian 
populat ion lost  Internet  access 
on June  3 ,  reports  Barr y  Levine 
at  NewsFactor  Network.

According  to  Renesys ,  an  Internet 
monitor ing  f i rm,  about  two-
thirds  of  a l l  Syr ian  networks  were 
“unreachable”  ear l y  that  morning . 
Within  ha l f  an  hour,  40 of  the 
59  networks  were  withdrawn 
f rom the  g loba l  rout ing  table . 
Although some government 
networks  were  among those 
unaffected by  the  shutdown, 
Renesys  acknowledged that  even 
they  were  “s low to  respond”  or 
complete l y  inoperable .

At  ZDNet,  Steven J.  Vaughan-
Nichols  recounts  that  the  Syr ia 
News website  conf i rmed the 
r umors  brewing  both within  the 
countr y  and abroad.  “The Syr ian 
government  has  cut  of f  Internet 
ser v ice  ( 3G,  DSL,  Dia l -up)  a l l 
across  the  countr y,  inc luding 
government  inst i tut ions , ”  the 
webs ite  reported.  Later,  the 
ar t ic le  was  amended to  say 
that  the  Internet  was  ava i lab le 
in  cer ta in  par ts  of  Syr ia ,  but 
“broken”  in  Damascus ,  Aleppo 
and throughout  the  provincia l 
areas .

In  response  to  the  changing 
reports ,  Vaughan-Nichols 
remarks ,  “This  sounds  to  me 
l ike  the  of f ic ia l s  are  making  up 
their  s tor y  on the  f l y. ”  He adds , 
“This ,  in  turn ,  sug gests  that 
Syr ia ’s  d ictatorship  hadn’t  rea l l y 
thought  out  the  ramif icat ions  of 
turning  of f  the  Internet . ”

Vaughan-Nichols  goes  on to 
say  that  the  government  large l y 
contro ls  the  populat ion’s 
Internet  access .  Case  in  point , 
the  government  owns  the 
Syr ian  Telecommunicat ions 
Establ i shment  (STE) ,  which 
provides  DSL and dia l -up ser v ices 
to  bus inesses  and indiv idua ls . 
Although Syr ians  l iv ing  in  larger 
c i t ies  can  access  3G and 3 . 5G 
wire less  Internet  through severa l 
providers ,  Vaughan-Nichols 
points  out  that  they  a l l  “operate 
on the  government ’s  suf ferance .”

Fol lowing  the  media  whir lwind 
surrounding  the  shutdown, 
Internet  access  was  restored on 
June 4 ,  reports  Damon Poeter  for 
PC Ma gazine . 

Whi le  d iscuss ing  the  Internet 
shutdown in  Syr ia ,  commentators 
often made compar isons  to  the 
other  Arab revolut ions .  “The 
Internet  shutdown in  Syr ia , ” 
Poeter  obser ved,  “ i s  reminiscent 
of  a  government  shutdown of  the 
Internet  in  Egy pt  dur ing  that 
countr y ’s  Arab Spr ing  protests  in 
Januar y. ”

S imi lar  to  Egy pt ,  protests 
f lour i shed and demonstrators 
were  energ ized fo l lowing  the 
shutdown in  Syr ia .  Protesters  who 
were  ab le  to  t ransmit  informat ion 
posted stor ies  about  the  tor ture 
and death  of  13 -year-o ld  Hamza 
Al-Khat ib ,  who has  s ince  become 
a  symbol  of  the  Syr ian  upr is ing .

Today,  v io lence  cont inues  in  the 
countr y,  a s  at  lea st  15  people  were 
k i l led  in  protests  that  took p lace 
on June  10 in  c i t ies  inc luding  Al -
Qamishl i ,  Tabqa ,  Abu Kamal ,  Al -
Mayadin ,  Bas i ra ,  Ras  El -Ein ,  and 
Damascus ,  reports  CNN.

In Maaret  Al -Nourman and Idl ib , 
Syr ian  state  TV c la imed “armed 
gangs”  were  shoot ing  at  secur i ty 
force  headquar ters  and “sett ing 
var ious  publ ic  and secur i ty  forces 
and pol ice  inst i tut ions  on f i re . ” 
An act iv i s t  source  for  CNN 
cla imed that  tens  of  thousands  of 
people  were  in  the  streets  when 
secur i ty  forces  and an  attack 
he l icopter  opened f i re  on the 

“All companies in 
Egypt are trying to 
use revolutionary 
and nationalist 
imagery right now 
to drive sales.”   
Ramy Raoof, activist with 
the Egyptian Initiative For 

Personal Rights 
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crowd. 

“Some demonstrators  used their 
personal  weapons ,  inc luding 
hunt ing  r i f les  and AK-47s ,  to 
deta in  a  number  of  members  of 
secur i ty  forces , ”  the  news  s i te 
reports .  The source  d id  not 
conf i rm whether  the  protesters 
shot  at  the  secur i ty  forces .

Although there  i s  no  s ign  of 
dec l in ing  v io lence  in  Syr ia ,  some 
obser vers  est imate  that  more  than 
1 ,200 have  been ki l led  and more 
than 10,000 have  been arrested 
s ince  the  demonstrat ions  began 
in  March 2011 .

Throughout  the  turmoi l ,  the 
United Nat ions  has  been f i rm 
in  defending  the  Syr ian  people . 
“The r ights  of  c i t izens  must  be 
respected,  a s  must  the  r ights  and 
secur i ty  of  journa l i s ts , ”  a sser ted 
UNESCO Director-Genera l  Ir ina 
Bokova . 

She  st ipulated ,  “This  inc ludes  the 
r ight  to  f reedom of  express ion, 
the  need to  access  informat ion 
and the  abi l i ty  to  communicate . 
The decis ion to  shut  down 
Internet  access  and ce l l  phone 
networks ,  to  b lock broadcasters 
and prevent  journa l i s ts  f rom 
doing  their  job  i s  not  acceptable . ” 

The UN,  in  genera l ,  has 

targeted countr ies  that  restr ict 
Internet  access  to  i t s  c i t izens 
and v i s i tors .  The Los  Angeles 
Times  reports  that  Frank La  Rue, 
the  Specia l  Rapporteur  to  the 
United Nat ions ,  publ i shed an 
ar t ic le  arguing  that  access  to  the 
Internet  i s  a  human r ight . 

“Given that  the  Internet  has 
become an indispensable  tool 
for  rea l iz ing  a  range  of  human 
r ights ,  combat ing  inequal i ty, 
and acce lerat ing  deve lopment 
and human progress ,  ensur ing 
universa l  access  to  the  Internet 
should  be  a  pr ior i ty  for  a l l  s tates , ” 
sa id  La  Rue.  He fur ther  opined 
that  access  i s  v i ta l  dur ing  t imes 
of  pol i t ica l  upheava l ,  c i t ing  the 
upr is ings  in  Egy pt  and Tunis ia  a s 
examples .

The report  emphas ized the  need 
for  socia l  media  p lat forms in  areas 
where  state-r un media  reports 
a  s igni f icant  proport ion of  the 
news .  “They  enable  indiv idua ls 
to  share  cr i t ica l  v iews  and f ind 
object ive  informat ion,”  La  Rue 
sa id  about  such tools . 

Although he  acknowledged that 
providing  Internet  access  to 
ever yone throughout  the  wor ld 
“cannot  be  achieved instant l y, ” 
the  Specia l  Rapporteur  reminded 
nat iona l  leaders  “of  their  pos i t ive 
obl igat ion to  promote  or  to 
fac i l i tate  the  en joyment  of  the 
r ight  of  f reedom of  express ion 
and the  means  necessar y  to 
exerc ise  th is  r ight ,  inc luding  the 
Internet . ”

Revamping Arab 
Stereotypes in 
Cinema
The Arab American Nat iona l 
Museum in  Dearborn,  Michigan 
launched an  onl ine  exhibit 
explor ing  Arab stereoty pes  that 
have  pers i s ted  throughout  the 
20th and 21st  centur ies ,  reports 
Jef f  Karoub at  Google  News.

The exhibit ,  “Recla iming 

Ident i ty :  Dismant l ing  Arab 
Stereoty pes , ”  provides  v i s i tors 
with  commentar y  and informat ion 
about  books ,  pa int ings ,  f i lms  and 
music  that  showcases  the  Arab 
cu lture  a s  “exot ic ,  unciv i l ized 
and threatening .”  The website 
a l so  of fers  access  to  v ideo 
inter v iews  with  Arab Americans 
and discusses  their  contr ibut ions 
to  US culture  and society.

“We wanted to  make the 
knowledge  of  how Arabs  have 
been represented in  cu l ture  more 
access ib le  to  the  publ ic , ”  noted 
Evel yn  Al -Sultany,  exhibit  curator 
and Univers i ty  of  Michigan 
a ss i s tant  professor.  She  traced 
the  f i r s t  ima ges  of  s tereoty pes 
back to  the  1880s ,  when a  larger 
number  of  Arabs  immigrated to 
the  US. 
Reportedl y,  the  Arab-Israe l i 
War  of  the  1960s  brought 
about  the  stereoty pe  of  the 
Arab a s  a  terror i st .  Karoub a l so 
c i tes  modern sources  of  these 
stereoty pes ,  such a s  the  1994 
f i lm “Tr ue  Lies , ”  which portrays 
Arabs  negat ive l y.  However,  he 
acknowledges  that  “ f i lms  have 
a  longer  h istor y  of  present ing 
[Arab]  women as  be l l y -dancers 
and seduct ive-yet-ve i led  members 
of  harems.”

Referr ing  to  the  new onl ine 
exhibit ,  Al -Sultany  adds  “We’re 
hoping  people  wi l l  leave  the 
s i te  with  a  v iv id  sense  of  th is 
d iscrepancy  between who Arab 
Americans  are  in  their  d ivers i ty 
and the  actua l  l imited ,  restr ict ing 
stereoty pes . ”

At  GlobalPost ,  Danie l la  Ches low 
a l so  d iscusses  Arab stereoty pes 
in  f i lms .  She  references  Emor y 
Univers i ty  professor  Jack 
Shaheen,  who publ i shed Reel 
Bad Arabs  in  2001 .  In  his  book, 
Shaheen ana l yzed the  portraya l 
of  Arabs  in  900 movies  produced 
between 1896 and 2001 .  Referr ing 
to  the  quest ion of  what  Arabs  are 
“rea l l y  l ike , ”  Shaheen shows that 
“In  count less  f i lms ,  Hol l ywood 
a l leges  the  answer :  Arabs  are 
br ute  murders ,  s leazy  rapists , 
re l ig ious  fanat ics ,  o i l - r ich 
d imwits ,  and abusers  of  women,” 

“The decision to 
shut down Internet 
access and cell phone 
networks, to block 
broadcasters and 
prevent journalists 
from doing their job 
is not acceptable.”   
Irina Bokova, UNESCO 

Director-General
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he concluded.

Mohammad Bakr i ,  the  d irector  of 
“ Jenin  Jenin”  (2002) ,  and actor  in 
more  than 30 f i lms ,  acknowledged 
the  ex istence  of  s tereoty pes , 
adding  that  f i lmmakers  do not 
take  cu l tura l  and nat iona l  nuances 
into  cons iderat ion.  “Never  mind 
who they  are  - - -  Egy pt ,  Lebanon, 
Pa lest ine :  they  are  a l l  the  same 
color,  which i s  bad,”  he  stated .

However,  others  pointed out  that 
Arabs  are  their  own harshest 
cr i t ics .  “The ima ge  of  the 
Arab and of  the  petrodol lar  in 
Egy pt ian  f i lms  i s  even worse  than 
in  American f i lms ,”  obser ved 
Samir  Far id ,  Egy pt ian  f i lm cr i t ic 
and author.

Despite  the  over whelmingl y 
negat ive  portraya l  of  Arabs 
in  the  media ,  some people  in 
the  industr y  be l ieve  that  the 
events  of  the  Arab Spr ing  wi l l 
change  Hol l ywood’s  approach to 
def in ing  the  cu l ture .  Pa lest in ian 
f i lmmaker  George  Khle i f i  s tated 
the  advent  of  the  sate l l i te  and 
the  Internet  brought  the  events 
of  the  Arab Spr ing  to  l ight  for 

a l l  Americans  to  see .  “There  i s  a 
revolut ion and Arabs  are  not  who 
[Americans]  thought  they  were ,” 
he  stated .

Bakr i  noted that  American 
f i lmmakers  of fer  d i f ferent 
perspect ives  on Vietnam and 
Nat ive  Americans ,  and that 
th is  has  recent l y  extended to 
inc lude  f i lms  cha l lenging  the 
stereoty pica l  por traya l  of  Arabs . 
For  example ,  he  mentioned 
“Rendit ion”  (2007) ,  which te l l s 
the  stor y  of  an  Egy pt ian  man 
deta ined and tor tured due  to 
fa l se  terror i sm charges .

As  the  Western  percept ion of 
Arabs  shi f ts  f rom dangerous 
terror i sts  to  pro-democracy 
revolut ionar ies ,  Alan  Phi l ips 
at  The Nat iona l  argues  that 
Americans  s t i l l  miss  the  mark. 
He cr i t ic izes  New York Times 
co lumnist  Thomas  Fr iedman for 
h is  l i s t  of  reasons  dr iv ing  the 
Arab upr is ings . 

Fr iedman’s  l i s t  inc luded the 
e lect ion of  an  Af r ican-American 
pres ident  in  the  US,  the  inf luence 
of  Google  Ear th  in  d isp lay ing 
unequal  l and distr ibut ion 
in  Bahra in ,  and the  Bei j ing 
Olympics . 

“The messa ge  was  that  Arabs 
were  incapable  of  making  up 
their  own minds ,  and could  only 
re l y  on fore ign  -  main l y  American 
-  g i f ts  to  rouse  them f rom their 
lethargy,”  Phi l ips  argues ,  s tat ing 
that  such v iews  fa i l  to  capture 
the  histor y  of  rebe l l ion  in  Arab 
countr ies ,  a s  wel l  a s  the  cu l tura l 
nuances  that  separate  the 
Jordanians  f rom the  Syr ians ,  the 
Egy pt ians  f rom the  Tunis ians , 
and the  Saudis  f rom the  Yemenis .

He goes  on to  say  that  a  more 
accurate  and thoughtfu l  por traya l 
of  the  upr is ings  and other  events 
in  the  reg ion “has  to  star t  by 
avoiding  genera l izat ions  about 
the  Arab wor ld  or  the  ‘Arab 
ident i ty. ’ ”  Although the  Internet 
has  connected Arabs  throughout 
the  wor ld ,  Phi l ips  argues  that 
“deep di f ferences  among the  Arab 
states”  pers i s t .

Addit iona l l y,  Tar iq  Al -
Homayed laments  the  negat ive 
consequences  of  pol i t ica l  and 
cu ltura l  d i f ferences  between 
Arabs  at  Asharq-Alawsat , 
accus ing  the  Arab wor ld  wr i t  l arge 
of  ignor ing  the  p l ight  of  Syr ian 
c i t izens .  “Foota ge  was  re leased 
ever y  day  revea l ing  the  cr imes 
committed by  the  reg ime a ga inst 
the  Syr ians ,  and st i l l  the  Arabs 
d id  not  speak,”  he  bemoaned.

He quest ioned how Arabs  could 
unite  on the  i s sue  of  Libyan leader 
Muammar Al -Gaddaf i ,  whi le  the 
Gulf  Cooperat ion Counci l  (GCC) 
and the  Arab Lea gue  have  not 
been able  to  take  a  s tand a ga inst 
Bashar  Al -Assad ’s  reg ime.

“It  i s  sad  that  the  Iranian  reg ime, 
a long  with  Hassan Nasra l lah  and 
some in  Lebanon,  which i t se l f  i s 
a  countr y  in  need of  a  mora l  and 
pol i t ica l  revolut ion,  are  s tanding 
with  the  reg ime in  Damascus , 
whi le  the  Arabs  so  far  have  not 
s tood with  the  defense less  Syr ian 
people  who long  for  f reedom and 
dignity, ”  Al -Homayed obser ved. 
Ult imate l y,  he  urged Arabs  to 
over look di f ferences ,  nat iona l 
interest ,  and pol i t ics  and instead 
unite  on the  i s sues  of  ethica l  and 
humanitar ian  va lues .

DoS Backs Up 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Initiatives
The Department  of  State  i s 
s tepping  up ef for ts  to  fac i l i tate 
communicat ion among socia l 
groups  fo l lowing  the  upr is ings 
in  the  Middle  East  through 
tra in ing  programs in  the  reg ion, 
reports  MyFox DC.  The a gency 
i s  f inancing  the  deve lopment  of 
technology  that  would  enable 
people  to  communicate  wire less l y 
without  r unning  the  r i sk  of 
be ing  d iscovered by  government 
of f ic ia l s  in  oppress ive  countr ies . 

Evident l y,  State  acknowledges 
that  the  Arab Spr ing  cons iderabl y 

“We’re hoping 
people will leave 
the site with a 
vivid sense of 
this discrepancy 
between who Arab 
Americans are 
in their diversity 
and the actual 
limited, restricting 
stereotypes.” 
Evelyn Al-Sultany, exhibit 
curatorSecretary General 
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enhanced the  use  of  soc ia l 
media  out lets  to  foster  f reer 
communicat ion and movements . 
MyFox DC references  a  s tatement 
made at  a  London defense  for um 
by  Genera l  Mart in  Dempsey, 
Chairman of  the  Jo int  Chiefs 
of  Staf f,  commenting ,  “What 
brought  down Mubarak was 
Facebook and socia l  networking , 
a  leader less  organizat ion that  rose 
up and we ca l l  the  Arab Spr ing…
So in  the  context  of  a  v i ra l  wor ld , 
we are  t r y ing  to  bui ld  an  army 
that  meets  requirements . ” 
In  response  to  mass  mobi l izat ion 
of  the  opposit ion,  author i tar ian 
reg imes  have  led  var ious 
crackdowns  on the  populat ion; 
b locking  communicat ions , 
banning  fore ign  reporters , 
and contro l l ing  the  f low of 
informat ion through state-r un 
media .

According  to  The Dai l y  Star,  the 
State  Department  i s  a l so  involved 
in  the  Leaders  for  Democracy 
Fe l lowship  (LDF)  program at  the 
American Univers i ty  of  Beir ut . 
After  s ix  years  of  successfu l l y 
r unning  the  program,  this  i s 
the  f i r s t  year  that  i t  wi l l  be 
implemented in  the  Middle  East . 

The program’s  goa l  i s  to  t ra in 

12  fe l lows  in  deve loping  cr i t ica l 
wr i t ing  ski l l s ,  publ ic  speaking , 
media  re lat ions ,  and pol i t ica l 
ana l ys i s  through var ious  lectures 
and workshops ,  in  addit ion to 
internships  that  are  of fered with 
a  number  of  loca l  companies .

Yet ,  the  LDF ra ises  severa l 
quest ions  regarding  the  ro le  of 
the  US government  in  the  reg ion. 
A former  journa l i s t ,  Namees 
Arnous  expla ins  to  The Dai l y 
Star  that  she  res igned f rom her 
pos i t ion at  an  Egy pt ian  te lev is ion 
stat ion when she  found out  the 
owner  was  pro-Mubarak.

“During  the  revolut ion … 
[Mubarak ’s  supporters ]  ca l led 
us ,  the  people  who demonstrated 
in  Tahr ir  Square ,  a gents  for 
America…It  i s  not  l ike  that ,  but 
… I  want  to  know the  point  of 
v iew of  the  U.S.  on  this , ”  Arnous 
argued.

“America  d id  not  put  people  on the 
streets  of  Tunis ,  Cairo ,  Tr ipol i , 
Sanaa ,  Manama or  Damascus . 
It  was  the  people  themselves 
who launched these  movements 
and who must  determine  their 
outcome,”  US Ambassador  Maura 
Connel l y,  speaking  at  the  launch 
of  the  program at  AUB,  expla ined. 
“It  i s  d i f f icu l t  to  ima gine  a  more 
important  or  more  urgent  t ime to 
undertake  this  k ind of  fe l lowship 
program.”

Is Israel Central to 
US Foreign Policy?
On June 5,  the  anniversar y  of 
Israe l ’s  defeat  in  1967  referred to 
a s  the  naqsa ,  Pa lest in ian  refugees 
attempted to  cross  into  Israe l 
v ia  the  Syr ian-Israe l i  border, 
u l t imate l y  resu l t ing  in  24  deaths 
by  Israe l i  t roops ,  reports  the  The 
Economist . 

Although Syr ian  of f ic ia l s 
mainta in  that  Israe l  i s  at  fau l t 
for  the  refugees ’  deaths ,  Israe l i s 
d i sa gree  and c la im that  ten 
demonstrators  were  k i l led  “when 
their  own Molotov  cockta i l s 

t r ig gered border  ant i - tank 
mines . ” 

Nonetheless ,  The Economist 
sug gests  that  such an  a ssau lt  by 
Pa lest in ian  refugees  re inforces 
Israe l i  Pr ime Minister  Benjamin 
Netanyahu ’s  c la im that  the 
Pa lest in ians  want  their  future 
s tate  to  comprise  a l l  of  i t s  former 
lands  nul l i fy  the  ex istence  of 
Israe l .

Regardless  of  Israe l ’s 
responsibi l i ty  for  the  v io lence , 
Netanyahu cont inues  to  en joy 
pos i t ive  rat ings  in  domest ic 
opinion pol l s ,  par t icu lar l y  af ter 
he  re jected Pres ident  Obama’s 
sug gest ion to  base  Israe l i -
Pa lest in ian  negot iat ions  on the 
1967  border l ines  (which would 
inc lude  land swaps) . 

Never the less ,  the  pr ime minister 
encounters  cr i t ics  at  home as 
wel l ,  especia l l y  in  the  form of 
Meir  Da gan,  who unt i l  Januar y 
led  Mossad,  Israe l ’s  fore ign-
inte l l igence  ser v ice  for  e ight 
years .  Da gan lacks  conf idence  in 
Netanyahu ’s  judgment  and goes 
a s  far  a s  to  sug gest  the  pr ime 
minister  and his  defence  minister, 
Ehud Barak,  “may even decide 
to  bomb Iran’s  nuc lear  p lants  to 
def lect  attent ion f rom what  Mr. 
Barak has  ca l led  the  ‘ t sunami ’  in 
September.”

A pivota l  turning  point  wi l l  occur 
in  that  month when members  of 
the  United Nat ions  wi l l  vote  on 
whether  to  recognize  Pa lest in ian 
statehood.  Yet ,  a s  pol i t ica l 
f r ict ion over  the  i s sue  deepens 
in  Israe l ,  the  US must  look to  i t s 
own domest ic  populace  dur ing 
a  tense  upcoming pres ident ia l 
e lect ion to  determine  i t s  s tance 
on the  UN vote . 

Already,  one  of  the  key  topics 
for  US pol i t ica l  debate  in  the 
2012  e lect ion inc ludes  US fore ign 
pol icy  towards  Israe l  and the 
Pa lest in ians .  Hi lar y  Krieger  of 
The Jer usa lem Post  mainta ins 
that  the  “Republ icans  see  the 
Jewish  state  a s  a  major  l ine  of 
attack in  the  2012  campaign.”

“What brought 
down Mubarak 
was Facebook and 
social networking…
So in the context of 
a viral world, we 
are trying to build 
an army that meets 
requirements.”
General Martin Dempsey, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff
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In l ine  with  the  Republ ican 
percept ion that  Obama i s 
incapable  of  advancing  Israe l i -
Pa lest in ian  negot iat ions , 
Governor  Mitt  Romney,  who 
recent l y  announced his  intent ion 
to  r un for  pres ident ,  capita l ized 
on Obama’s  fa i lures  toward 
Israe l . 

During  the  announcement  for 
h is  pres ident ia l  r un,  Romney 
remarked that  the  incumbent 
Obama “speaks  with  f i rmness  and 
c lar i ty,  however,  when i t  comes 
to  Israe l ,  he  seems f i rmly  and 
c lear l y  determined to  undermine 
our  longt ime f r iend and a l l y. 
He ’s  t reat ing  Israe l  the  same 
way  so  many European countr ies 
have :  with  suspic ion,  d istr ust 
and an  a ssumption that  Israe l  i s 
somehow at  fau l t . ”

Furthermore ,  2012  pres ident ia l 
candidate  Michele  Bachmann a l so 
took advanta ge  of  the  topic  dur ing 
her  candidacy  announcement , 
dec lar ing  her  unwaver ing  support 
for  Israe l  on  numerous  occas ions . 
Krieger  notes  that  even among 
Republ icans  who are  s t i l l 
cons ider ing  a  r un for  pres ident , 
Israe l  remains  the  decis ive 
i s sue  that  requires  a l l  potent ia l 
candidates  to  determine  their 
pos i t ion on the  matter.

S imultaneous l y,  Democrats  have 
been amending  poss ib le  losses 
of  publ ic  support  for  Obama’s 
ree lect ion campaign,  par t icu lar l y 
af ter  h is  controvers ia l  sug gest ion 
to  ut i l ize  1967  border l ines  for  the 
Israe l i -Pa lest in ian  negot iat ions . 

Pol i t ica l  support  for  Obama 
has  come f rom numerous 
pol i t ica l  p layers ,  inc luding 
Debbie  Wasserman,  head of 
the  Democrat ic  Nat iona l 
Committee ,  who reassured 
Obama’s  cont inued support  for 
Israe l .  Most  s igni f icant l y,  the 
support ive  remarks  f rom former 
White  House  Chief  of  Staf f 
Rahm Emanuel ,  deemed the  most 
“high-prof i le  push-back,”  have 
proven cr ucia l  in  avoiding  loss  of 
pol i t ica l  support  for  Obama. 

In  defense  of  the  Pres ident ’s 
approach to  the  i s sue ,  Robert 
Grenier  wr i t ing  for  Al -Jazeera , 
argues  that  Obama “never 
sug gested an  actua l  return  to 
the  1967  borders  -  onl y  their  use 
a s  a  reference  point  for  a greed 
land swaps  to  accommodate 
Israe l i  sett lement  b locs .  As  such, 
the  speci f ic  compla ints  f rom 
Netanyahu and his  leg ion of  US 
supporters  are  both dis ingenuous 
and pol i t ica l l y  mischievous . ”

Ult imate l y,  US pol i t ic ians ’  var ied 
interpretat ions  of  Obama’s 
proposed pol icy  towards  Israe l 
wi l l  cont inue  to  be  voca l ized and 
cer ta in l y  impact  the  prospect  of 
h is  ree lect ion in  2012 . 

“Republicans see 
the Jewish state 
as a major line of 
attack in the 2012 
campaign.”   
Hilary Krieger, reporter for 
The Jerusalem Post
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