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A Vi s i o n  o f 
Pe a ce  w i t h  t h e 
Ta l i b a n
The Obama administrat ion 
expressed renewed conf idence 
in  enga ging  with  the  Tal iban 
a s  a  s tep  for ward to  end a  ten-
year  war  in  Afghanistan ,  reports 
The Washington Post .  Taking 
precaut ionar y  measures  a ga inst 
the  Tal iban ga lvaniz ing  i t s 
s tanding  in  the  countr y  fo l lowing 
the  ta lks ,  the  administrat ion i s 
l ay ing  out  conf idence-bui ld ing 
measures ,  whi le  members  of 
the  d ip lomatic ,  mi l i tar y  and 
inte l l igence  communit ies  have 
expressed doubts  regarding  the 
“va lue  of  ta lks  with  the  Tal iban.”

Speaking  on condit ions  of 
anonymity,  US of f ic ia l s  who 
read the  latest  Afghan Nat iona l 
Inte l l igence  Est imate  (NIE) 
“warned that  the  Tal iban would 
grow stronger,  us ing  the  ta lks 
to  ga in  credibi l i ty  and r un out 
the  c lock unt i l  US troops  depar t 
Afghanistan ,  whi le  cont inuing  to 
f ight  for  more  terr i tor y. ”

The Afghan government  has 
thus  far  demonstrated a  poor 
t rack record in  imposing  i t se l f, 
with  the  war lords  cont inuing  to 
impose  their  l aw unabated.  The 
Washington Post  notes  that  the 
NIE recommended “e l iminat ing 
top Tal iban leaders  in  the 
next  two years”  to  of fset  the 
s i tuat ion.

In  the  meant ime,  Afghanistan’s 
Pres ident  Hamid Karza i  has 
a l so  shown uneas iness  about  the 
ta lks ,  express ing  his  concerns 
that  the  US and the  Tal iban 
could  margina l ize  h im.  One 
s ign  was  the  surpr is ing  publ ic 
endorsement  by  the  Tal iban of 

the  p lan  to  open a  negot iat ing 
of f ice  in  the  Pers ian  Gulf  s tate 
of  Qatar,  according  to  the  Arabic 
langua ge  news  s i te  Elaph.

Par t i sans  of  the  ta lks  in  the 
administrat ion c i te  the  recent 
par t ic ipat ion in  pre l iminar y  ta lks 
of  more  senior  and inf luent ia l 
Ta l iban representat ives  a s  a 
pos i t ive  s ign .  One topic  was 
expected to  be  a  US offer  to 
re lease  two or  three  Tal iban 
pr i soners  f rom Guantanamo 
to  custody  in  Qatar,  a l though 
two off ic ia l s  sa id  that  ef for t  i s 
moving  more  s lowly  than p lans 
for  the  of f ice .  A wait ing  per iod 
would  fo l low that  t ransfer  before 
any  other  Tal iban transfers  would 
be  cons idered.

Elaph expla ins  that  according 
to  US Specia l  Envoy for 
Pakistan  and Afghanistan ,  Marc 
Grossman,  the  US has  not  yet 
taken a  decis ion regarding 
the  re lease  of  members  of  the 
Tal iban f rom Guantanamo. 
In  addit ion,  Washington a l so 
a sser ted that  any  ta lks  with  the 
Tal iban to  end the  war  would 
be  with  the  consent  of  the 
Afghan government ,  which would 
u l t imate l y  take  the  lead .

US off ic ia l s  added that  the 
of f ice  in  Doha would  provide 
an  environment  away  f rom 
Pakistan ,  which Washington sees 
a s  p lay ing  a  malevolent  ro le  in 
Afghanistan ,  encoura ging  l inks 
between mi l i tant  Is lamists  and 
the  Tal iban.

As  Mr.  Grossman dec lared 
that  he  found strong support 
for  peace  dur ing  his  v i s i t  to 
Afghanistan  after  holding  a 
meet ing  with  the  Haqqani 
network,  he  added that  he 
looked for ward to  the  Tal iban 
“renouncing  internat iona l 

terror i sm,”  according  to  the 
Arabic  news  s i te  Al -Jazeera .

Pres ident  Karza i  a l legedly  jo ined 
in  the  process  and he  personal l y 
he ld  peace  ta lks  with  the 
insurgent  fact ion Hizb- i -Is lami , 
appear ing  to  a sser t  h is  own ro le 
in  a  US- led  bid  for  negot iat ions . 
Hizb- i -Is lami  i s  a  radica l 
Is lamist  mi l i t ia  that  contro ls 
terr i tor y  in  Afghanistan’s 
nor theast  and launches  attacks 
a ga inst  American forces  f rom 
Pakistan .  Its  leader,  powerfu l 
war lord  Gulbuddin  Hekmatyar,  i s 
a  former  US a l l y  now l i s ted  a s  a 
terror i st  by  Washington.

Elaph remarks  that  Mr. 
Grossman stated that  despite 
the  d i f ferences  between Pakistan 
and America ,  the  US cannot  “get 
a  comprehens ive  peace  process 
without  the  par t ic ipat ion of 
Pakistan .”

Whi le  the  Tal iban dec lared 
that  i t  would  step up “pol i t ica l 
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effor ts”  to  secure  peace  in 
Afghanistan  in  response  to  US 
moves  to  open ta lks ,  i t  a l so 
s tated that  i t s  involvement  in 
any  ta lks  d id  not  const i tute  an 
acceptance  of  the  leg i t imacy  of 
Pres ident  Karza i ’s  government , 
reports  Al -Jazeera .

“This  understanding  does  not 
mean a  surrender  f rom Jihad 
and neither  i s  i t  connected 
to  an  acceptance  of  the 
const i tut ion of  the  stooge  Kabul 
administrat ion,”  the  statement 
added.

“We are  s t i l l  in  pre l iminar y 
s ta ges  of  test ing  whether 
this  can  be  successfu l  and we 
remain  committed to  the  red 
l ines  that  we have  cons istent l y 
la id  out ;  namely,  that  both the 
Afghan government  and the 
internat iona l  community  must 
see  the  insurgents  renounce 
v io lence ,  break with  Al -Qaeda 
and support  the  laws  and 
const i tut ion of  Afghanistan ,” 
Hi l lar y  Cl inton,  the  US 
secretar y  of  s tate  sa id .

The new s i te  Al -Jazeera  remarks 
that  the  Obama administrat ion’s 
focus  has  been stabi l i ty  in 
Afghanistan  after  most  fore ign 
combat  t roops  complete l y  pul l 
out  by  2014,  and any  poss ib le 
dea l  with  the  Tal iban would  a im 
to  achieve  that .

Jo u r n a l i s m 
To d a y :  B a c k  to 
t h e  Fu t u r e 
Journa l i sm throughout  the  wor ld 
remains  a  dangerous  f ie ld ,  a s 
ev idenced by  the  murder  of 
Pakistani  journa l i s t  Mukarram 
Khan Aat i f  on  Januar y  17,  reports 
Hurr iyet  Dai l y  News.

The 43-year-o ld  correspondent , 
who worked for  VOA’s  Deewa 
Radio  s ince  2006,  was  shot 
by  gunmen at  a  mosque in 
Shabqadar,  located 20 mi les  nor th 
of  Peshawar.  Aat i f  was  r ushed to 
a  hospita l  in  Peshawar,  where  he 
d ied  a s  a  resu l t  of  bul let  wounds . 
According  to  d istr ict  pol ice  chief 
Nisar  Khan Mar wat ,  a  prayer 
leader  was  a l so  in jured by  the 
gunf i re . 

The Pakistani  Tal iban c la imed 
responsibi l i ty  for  the  attack and 
remarked,  “We warned him many 
t imes  not  to  work for  them,  but 
he  d idn’t  accept  our  demand,” 
spokesman Ehsanul lah  Ehsan to ld 
AFP.  “Many other  journa l i s ts  are 
now a  target , ”  he  added.

VOA Director  David  Ensor 
expla ined that  h is  team “mourn 
the  loss  of  our  co l lea gue .” 
Sober l y,  US Broadcast ing  Board 
of  Governors  chairman Walter 
Issacson pointed out  that  h is 
a ssa ss inat ion was  a  “ tra g ic 
reminder ”  of  the  dangers  fac ing 
other  correspondents .  According 
to  Reporters  Without  Borders , 
e ight  journa l i s ts  were  k i l led  in 
Pakistan  in  2011 ,  render ing  i t  the 
deadl iest  countr y  for  journa l i s ts .

Meanwhi le ,  t radit iona l  media 
cont inues  to  batt le  for  an 

audience  throughout  the  Arab 
wor ld .   According  to  Asharq-
Alawsat ,  sate l l i te  operator 
Arabsat  a l leged that  Iran  was 
somehow jamming Al -Jazeera 
broadcasts  near  Tehran and 
Mara gheh in  northwest  Iran .

Despite  “susta ined interference ,” 
Arabsat  announced a  new 
f requency  for  v iewers  in  Iran .  
“These  occurrences  wi l l  onl y 
s trengthen our  commitment  to 
cont inue  providing  our  award-
winning  covera ge  across  the 
reg ion 24  hours  a  day,  seven 
days  a  week,”  commented the 
broadcaster.

However,  with  the  one-year 
anniversar y  of  former  Tunis ian 
Pres ident  Ben Al i ’s  ouster 
on Januar y  14 ,  press  f reedom 
groups  and journa l i s t  support 
organizat ions  cont inue  to 
ant ic ipate  the  future  of  a  f ree 
media  throughout  the  Middle 
East  and North Af r ica .  At 
PBS’s  MediaShi ft ,  Univers i ty  of 
Montana  journa l i sm professor 
Anne Medley  d iscusses  her  latest 
pro ject ,  Speak Out  Tunis ia .

In  co l laborat ion with  the 
Tunis ian  PaCTE,  Speak Out 
Tunis ia  a ims  to  “bui ld  a  network 
of  educated,  ethica l  journa l i s ts 
across  Tunis ia  who can cont inue 
to  report  accurate l y  and fa i r l y  on 
their  countr y,  government  and 
communit ies  to  the  rest  of  the 
wor ld .” 

“Tunis ians  today  be l ieve  in  the 
ro le  of  c i t izen journa l i sm in 
preser v ing  f reedom of  speech; 
however,  we  need i t  to  be  an 
ef f ic ient  and credib le  inst i tut ion 
and not  a  double-edged sword,” 
sa id  PaCTE v ice  pres ident  Fatma 
Mokadmi . 

Medley  notes  that  there  i s  a  lot 
of  raw power  a l ready  present  in 
the  recent l y  f reed Tunis ian  press . 
“Tunis ians  were  wel l -versed in 
us ing  socia l  media  long  before 
the  revolut ion.  The power  of  the 
people  to  capture  and disseminate 
v ideos  and photos  v ia  the  Internet 
a l ready  ex ists , ”  she  points  out . 
“The goa l  of  Speak Out  Tunis ia 

“The 
Afghan 
government and 
the international 
community must 
see the insurgents 
renounce violence, 
break with al-
Qaeda and support 
the laws and 
constitution of 
Afghanistan.”
- US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton
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wil l  be  to  harness  that  power 
and turn  i t  into  wel l -produced, 
ethica l  and ba lanced report ing 
that  Tunis ians  can tr ust . ”

Medley  prev ious l y  taught 
mult imedia  journa l i sm in  the 
Democrat ic  Republ ic  of  Congo, 
emphas iz ing  ethics ,  the  organic 
deve lopment  of  s tor ies  and 
the  necess i ty  of  spontaneity  in 
v ideo journa l i sm.  She  hopes  that 
adapt ing  the  program to  su i t 
the  technologica l l y -connected 
Tunis ian  people  wi l l  g ive  them 
the  same lessons  to  bui ld  the 
press .  Whi le  handheld  ce l l  phone 
cameras ,  Internet  access ,  and 
other  tools  may  be  ava i lab le , 
Medley  stresses ,  “ t ra in ing  in 
ethics ,  accuracy  and product ion 
ski l l s , ”  are  necessar y  to  prevent 
c i t izen journa l i s ts  f rom fa l l ing 
v ict im to  oppress ive  governments 
or  inf luent ia l  bus inesses .

The Northwestern  Univers i ty 
in  Qatar  publ i shed i t s  own 
paper  regarding  the  future  of 
Arab media  s tudies ,  reports 
Habib  Toumi  for  Gulf  News. 
The univers i ty  re leased i t s 
f indings  and recommendat ions 
fo l lowing  a  symposium in  which 
media  scholars  and industr y 
profess iona ls  f rom France , 
Jordan,  the  United Kingdom, 
the  US and Qatar  explored the 
poss ib i l i t ies  and methods  for 
teaching  and researching  reg iona l 
media .

Toumi  br ief l y  summarizes  the 

document ,  which he  states 
“highl ights  the  d isconnect 
between academic  inst i tut ions 
and profess iona l  media 
organizat ions ,  the  preva lence  of 
premature  ana l yses  that  often 
dominate  the  d iscourse  on Arab 
media ,  and the  narrow scope and 
lack of  h istor ica l  perspect ive  that 
ty pica l l y  character ize  research 
and educat ion on Arabic  langua ge 
media . ”

According  to  the  paper,  archiv ing 
reports  f rom a l l  forms of  media 
wi l l  create  a  database  that  wi l l 
be  va luable  for  academics  in 
the  future .  The document  a l so 
recommends  explor ing  ways  to 
encoura ge  creat ive  and cr i t ica l 
th inking ,  to  re-v i s i t  the  ver y 
not ion of  Arab media  and to 
a l so  d iscuss  a l ternat ive  forms of 
media . 

“This  i s  the  star t  of  a  debate  on 
Arab media ’s  teaching  curr icu lum 
and research a genda and i s  an  area 
where  the  ro les  of  educat iona l 
inst i tut ions  and media  industr ies 
become so  important , ”  sa id  Joe 
Khal i l ,  a  v i s i t ing  professor  at 
Northwestern  Univers i ty,  who 
convened the  symposium.

“The idea  for  th is  symposium 
echoed a  genera l  be l ie f  that  i t  i s 
t ime to  look back and look for ward 
at  our  miss ion a s  educators  and 
researchers  interested in  the 
reg ion.  The Arab media  scene  i s 
in  a  s tate  of  f lux  a s  a  resu l t  of 
the  Arab Awakening ,  and i t  i s  a 
great  t ime to  examine the  impact 
of  sate l l i te  te lev is ion and a l so 
look at  i s sues  re lated  to  media 
profess ions ,  research a gendas , 
and col laborat ive  works , ”  he 
concluded.

I s l a m i s t s : 
A  C o n s t a n t 
R e a l i t y
Egy ptian  Grand Muft i  Al i  Gomaa 
attempted to  a ssua ge  fears  that 
an  Is lamist  government  in  Egy pt 
would  dea l  the  f ina l  b low to  i t s 
burgeoning  democracy,  reports 

Al -Arabiya .

In  a  conversat ion with  the 
Arab news  publ icat ion,  Gomaa 
pointed out  that  Is lamic  law had 
been establ i shed a s  far  back a s 
the  1923  Egy pt ian  const i tut ion. 
“It  i s  the  ce i l ing  no one can 
exceed even in  the  par l iament ,” 
he  added.  The Grant  Muft i 
s t ressed that  re l ig ious  minor i t ies 
wi l l  be  protected under  Is lamic 
law,  which he  contended grants 
re l ig ious  minor i t ies  the  f reedom 
to  pract ice  their  own fa i th .

The Is lamic  leader  spoke about 
the  d iv ide  between Is lamist 
pol i t ica l  par t ies  and extremist 
groups ,  such a s  the  Tal iban 
in  Afghanistan .  “Throughout 
h istor y,  we  have  never  seen a 
re l ig ious  extremist  group that 
sur v ived and no matter  how 
strong i t  might  become for  a 
cer ta in  t ime,  i t  i s  bound to  fa l l 
a t  the  end,”  he  stated .  “Tal iban 
and a l -Qaeda  of fer  the  best 
examples , ”  he  opined.

Ult imate l y,  Gomaa mainta ined, 
any  future  r u ler  of  Egy pt  would 
be  accountable  to  the  ent i re 
populat ion and concerned more 
with  the  countr y ’s  s tabi l i ty  than 
establ i shing  a  fundamenta l i s t 
Is lamic  state .  If  the  leader 
abuses  h is  power,  the  Grand 
Muft i  argued,  “ stabi l i ty  wi l l 
be  jeopardized and the  same 
wi l l  apply  to  the  economy,  for 
s tabi l i ty  and the  economy are 
c lose l y  l inked.”

At  Al -Mustaqbal ,  Thomas 
Fr iedman sug gested that 
Egy pt ’s  Is lamist  par t ies  would 
encounter  a  formidable  obstac le 
in  governing  the  countr y. 
Whi le  they  push for  a  moderate 
approach,  modernizat ion, 
re l ig ious  v i r tue ,  upholding  the 
pr incip les  of  democracy  and 
respect ing  the  r ights  of  a l l 
Egy pt ians ,  Fr iedman argues  that 
they  wi l l  have  to  learn  to  do so 
without  o i l . 

The Is lamist  par t ies  in  Egy pt , 
he  stressed ,  wi l l  have  to  “open 
up to  the  wor ld ,  and i t  seems 
that  they  rea l ize  that . ”  Fr iedman 

 “The Arab media 
scene is in a 
state of flux as a 
result of the Arab 
Awakening” 
- Visiting professor at 
Northwestern University Joe 
Khalil
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points  out  that  Egy pt  i s ,  in  fact , 
an  o i l - import ing  countr y,  which 
has  a  s igni f icant  tour ist  market . 
Any pol i t ica l  par ty  wi l l  t r u l y 
have  to  take  i t s  const i tuents ’ 
and i t s  ne ighbors ’  concerns  to 
hear t  a s  Egy pt ’s  economy i s  not 
re l iant  on natura l  ressources . 

“We are  the  guardians  of 
Shar ia , ”  mainta ined Sa laf i s t 
An-Nour  par ty  leader  Nader 
Bakar.  However,  he  pointed 
out  that  “our  doors  are  open 
to  a l l  inte l lectua ls , ”  s t ress ing 
an  inc lus ion of  those  who 
hold  d i f ferent  pr incip les .  He 
sug gested a  s imi lar  approach to 
Braz i l  in  economic  pr incip les , 
eschewing  a  d ictatorship  in 
Egy pt .  Fr iedman concludes 
that  the  Is lamists  wi l l  have  to 
focus  on dea l ing  with  economic 
i s sues  - -  without  o i l  - -  which 
may poss ib l y  resu l t  in  ideology 
and re l ig ious  pr incip les  taking  a 
back seat  to  s tabi l i ty.

At  The Huff ington Post ,  USC 
Center  on Publ ic  Diplomacy 
director  Phi l ip  Se ib  addresses 
the  American response  to 
the  r i se  of  Is lamist  par t ies 
throughout  the  Middle  East  and 
North Af r ica .  He lauded Senate 
Fore ign Relat ions  Committee 
chairman John Kerr y,  who met 
with  the  Egy pt ian  Musl im 
Brotherhood fo l lowing  their 
e lectora l  v ictor y. 

“You’re  cer ta in l y  going  to  have 
to  f igure  out  how to  dea l  with 
democrat ic  governments  that 
don’t  espouse  ever y  pol icy  or 
va lue  you have ,”  Kerr y  pointed 
out .  “The United States  needs  to 
dea l  with  the  new rea l i ty. ”

The under l y ing  messa ge  to  Se ib 
cont inues ,  “Accept  the  resu l ts  of 
democrat ic  e lect ions  and bui ld 
new re lat ionships . ”  He stresses 
that  US publ ic  d ip lomacy ’s 
approach to  Is lam has  evolved 
s ince  9 /11 ,  taking  on a  nuanced 
approach that  cons idered the 
many facets  of  Is lam throughout 
the  wor ld . 

“The next  s tep ,”  Mr.  Se ib 
sug gests ,  “g iven the  r i se  of 

Is lamist  pol i t ica l  power,  wi l l 
be  to  better  incorporate  a 
respectfu l  understanding 
of  Is lam in  the  des ign  of 
publ ic  d ip lomacy  programs.” 
Speci f ica l l y,  he  urges  the 
creat ion of  cu l tura l ,  educat iona l 
and bus iness -re lated  publ ic 
d ip lomacy  programs involv ing 
people  who are  fami l iar  with 
Is lamic  t radit ion and cu lture ,  to 
avoid  any  missteps  that  may be 
v iewed a s  a  “purposefu l  a sser t ion 
to  ant i -Is lamic  pol icy. ”

Ult imate l y,  Is lamist  pol i t ica l 
par t ies  are  a  rea l i ty  in  the  reg ion 
and consequent l y  “US publ ic 
d ip lomacy  needs  to  catch up 
with  this  new rea l i ty. ”

Whi le  US publ ic  d ip lomacy  may 
need to  tweak i t s  approach to 
such af fa i rs ,  Rime Na guib  at 
Al -Masr y  Al -Youm sug gests  that 
the  western  media  has  a l ready 
moved in  that  d i rect ion.  “Usua l 
warnings  over  the  ‘h i jacking ’ 
of  the  youth’s  revolut ion by 
Musl im fundamenta l i s ts  are 
g iv ing  way  to  an  increased 
emphas is  on the  ‘moderat ion’ 
of  the  Brotherhood,”  she 
points  out ,  c i t ing  American 
newspapers  emphas iz ing  the 

Musl im Brotherhood’s  “d isguised 
modernism.”

The Economist ,  Na guib  c i tes , 
argued that  the  Brotherhood 
was  in  fact  more  to lerant  and 
democrat ic .  In  the  December 
2011  ar t ic le ,  the  publ icat ion 
noted that  representat ives 
“ repeatedly  ins i s ted  that  they 
wi l l  uphold  the  r ights  of  women 
and re l ig ious  minor i t ies  and 
respect  the  verdict  of  the  pol l s , 
even i f  i t  goes  a ga inst  them.” 

She  notes  that  a l though news 
out lets  have  not  shied  away 
f rom us ing  the  “Is lamist”  labe l 
for  pol i t ica l  par t ies ,  they  are 
making  a  d ist inct ion between 
moderate  and extremist  Is lamist 
par t ies ,  sug gest ing  that  those 
who remained standing  after 
the  Arab Spr ing  upr is ings  were 
moderates .  “Grit  your  teeth 
and caut ious l y  welcome i t  - -  in 
the  hope that  the  Arabs  turn 
away  f rom the  more  mal ignant 
var iety, ”  The Economist  wrote .

She  concludes  that  shi f t ing 
att i tudes  may poss ib l y  be  a 
resu l t  of  the  rea l i t ies  of  the 
s i tuat ion.  Egy pt ’s  Is lamist 
par t ies  wi l l  have  to  contend 
with  address ing  the  economy, 
unemployment ,  instabi l i ty  and 
other  pract ica l  i s sues .  As  Er ic 
Ta ger  and Ira  Weiner  wrote 
in  Fore ign Affa i rs  Ma gazine , 
“Washington wi l l  have  no choice 
but  to  work with  whoever  comes 
to  power  in  Cairo .”

However,  many st i l l  remain 
concerned about  the  future  of 
the  reg ion,  especia l l y  in  re lat ion 
to  Israe l .  At  The Jer usa lem 
Post ,  Oren Kess ler  reports 
that  a  s tudy  conducted by  the 
Middle  East  Media  Research 
Inst i tute  (MEMRI)  concluded 
that  the  Musl im Brotherhood’s 
Ikhwanonl ine  st i l l  conta ins  ant i -
Semit ic ,  ant i -Israe l i  content .

Freedom and Just ice  Par ty 
(FJP)  members  themselves  have 
been i ssu ing  contradictor y 
s tatements .  Although FJP deputy 
leader  Essam Al-Arian  to ld  The 
New York Times  that  the  par ty 

“The next step, 
given the rise of 
Islamist political 
power, will be to 
better incorporate 
a respectful 
understanding of 
Islam in the design 
of public diplomacy 
programs.”
- USC Center on Public 
Diplomacy director Philip 
Seib
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would  honor  the  Egy pt-Israe l 
a greement ,  Musl im Brotherhood 
deputy  chairman Dr.  Rashad 
Bayoumi  refuted his  s tatement : 
“This  i s  not  an  opt ion,  whatever 
the  c i rcumstances ,  we  do not 
recognize  Israe l  at  a l l .  It ’s  an 
occupying  cr imina l  enemy.”

Ikhwanonl ine  references  a 
Zionist  and Jewish  character 
in  i t s  ar t ic les  cr i t ic iz ing  the 
Israe l i s  for  their  act ions  in  Gaza 
and the  West  Bank. 

According  to  Na guib  at  Al -
Masr y  Al -Youm,  the  MEMRI 
a l so  uncovered severa l  themes 
repeated throughout  the 
webs ite :  Holocaust  denia l , 
denunciat ion of  negot iat ions 
with  non-Musl ims  and ca l l s  for 
martyrdom and j ihad.  In  October 
2011 ,  Dr.  Muhammad Abd Al-
Rahman Al-  Masr i  posted that 
the  conf l ict  between Musl im 
countr ies  and Israe l  t ranscends 
the  themes  of  occupat ion:  “The 
conf l ict  between the  Zionist 
s tate  and the  Musl im ummah 
i s  not  l ike  the  f ight  between 
a  landowner  and a  p lunder ing 
occupier.  This  f ight  i s ,  in 
essence ,  a  s t r ug g le  of  fa i th ,  a 
cu l tura l  s t r ug g le  [over]  fate  and 
ex istence . . .The Koran indicates 
th is  f ight  [wi l l  cont inue]  unt i l 
the  Day of  Judgment .”

As  conf l ict ing  statements 
cont inue  to  emerge  f rom the 
leaders  and members  of  Is lamist 
pol i t ica l  par t ies  and Musl im 
groups ,  the  pol i t ica l  future  of 
the  reg ion remains  uncer ta in . 
 

A Democracy 
S tep  by  S tep
Tunis ians  ce lebrated the  f i r s t 
anniversar y  of  democrat ic 
reforms with  a  gather ing  of 
reg iona l  leaders  and regular 
c i t izens  a l ike  in  the  capita l , 
according  to  USA Today. 

The news  s i te  noted that 
“Tunis ia  greeted the  anniversar y 
with  pr udent  opt imism… 
Now a  human r ights  act iv i s t 

i s  pres ident ,  and a  moderate 
Is lamist  j a i led  for  years  by  the 
o ld  reg ime i s  pr ime minister  at 
the  head of  a  d iverse  coa l i t ion , 
af ter  the  f reest  e lect ions  in 
Tunis ia ’s  h istor y. ”

Of  a l l  the  Arab countr ies  to 
witness  upr is ings ,  Tunis ia  has 
done more  than any  other  to 
fur ther  their  democrat ic  dr ive . 
USA Today  a l so  p icked up on 
statements  f rom the  Tunis ian 
media  that  the  new leadership 
pardoned 9 ,000 convicts  and 
conver ted more  than 100 death 
penalty  sentences  to  l i fe  in 
pr i son.  Such acts  of  goodwi l l 
exhibit  Tunis ia ’s  e f for ts  to 
fur ther  their  t rans i t ion f rom the 
dark  days  of  Ben Al i ’s  reg ime. 

The accompl ishments  of  the 
Arab Spr ing  have  proven to  be 
a  breakthrough for  democracy. 
The protests  were  “the  b ig gest 
cha l lenge  to  author i tar ian 
governments  s ince  the  downfa l l 
of  Soviet  Communism,”  Freedom 
House  proc la imed in  a  recent 
report  that  was  e laborated on by 
NPR.  The repress ive  react ions 
of  other  autocrat ic  s tates  to 
the  upr is ings  have ,  however, 
contr ibuted to  a  downward 
trend towards  author i tar ianism 
wor ldwide . 

Despite  this  t rend,  the  Arab 
Spr ing  st i l l  g ives  reason to  be 
opt imist ic .  The report  c i tes  that 
the  protests  “arose  in  a  reg ion of 
the  wor ld  where  many obser vers 
d ismissed the  idea  of  democrat ic 
change  a s  fut i le . ”

In  contrast  to  the  hopes  of 
Tunis ians ,  Heykel  Mahfoudh 
conjectures  that  the  countr y 
i s  enter ing  “a  paradoxica l l y 
necessar y  phase  of  turbulence .” 
Mahfoudh,  an  advisor  for 
the  Geneva  Centre  for  the 
Democrat ic  Control  of  Armed 
Forces ,  revea ls  that  d isquiet  in 
the  economy and society  may 
pose  problems. 

Also  of  concern are  the 
apparent  hy pocr is ies  of  the  new 
leadership .  Diana  Mukkaled 
wr ites  in  Asharq  Alawsat  about 

the  current  Is lamist  Pr ime 
Minister,  Hamadi  Jeba l i ,  who 
recent l y  decided to  uni latera l l y 
appoint  senior  f igures  in  the 
media .  “What  i s  the  log ic  behind 
the  governmenta l  appointment 
of  media  f igures ,  i f  not  to 
contro l  what  i s  be ing  wr itten 
and sa id  in  the  media ,  which i s 
something  that  Jeba l i  h imsel f 
ran  afoul  of  dur ing  the  Ben Al i 
era?”  Mukkaled  argues  that  the 
current  leadership  i s  not  ver y 
d i f ferent  f rom that  of  the  o ld 
reg ime.

The set  backs  of  the  Arab 
Spr ing  are ,  unfor tunate l y, 
widespread in  the  countr ies  that 
fo l lowed Tunis ia ’s  lead .  Yemen 
in  par t icu lar  has  found i tse l f 
in  a  f ra g i le  s tate ,  consumed 
by  widespread v io lence  and at 
the  whim of  a  f ick le  Pres ident 
Sa leh  who has  repeatedl y 
manipulated a l l  a t tempts  for  a 
compromise  with  protesters . 
Asharq  Alawsat ’s  Adel  a l  Tora i f i 
l aments  that  “ the  rea l  problem 
with  Pres ident  Sa leh  i s  that  he  i s 
s t i l l  not  convinced that  h is  t ime 
in  power  i s  a lmost  at  an  end.” 

At  the  hear t  of  debate  now 
is  the  immunity  law that 
protects  Sa leh  and his  a ides 
f rom prosecut ion.  Protesters 
a s  wel l  a s  fore ign  powers  and 
organizat ions  have  decr ied 
the  statute  with  the  UN High 
Commiss ioner  for  Human Rights 

“[The protests 
were] the biggest 
challenge to 
authoritarian 
governments 
since the downfall 
of Soviet 
Communism” 
-Freedom House
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a l leg ing  that  “ immunity  could 
v io late  internat iona l  l aw”  in 
Monsters  and Crit ics  news .

Adding  to  turmoi l  in  the  reg ion 
was  the  se l f - immolat ion of  f ive 
Moroccan protesters  in  Rabat . 
Demonstrat ions  in  the  countr y 
have  centered on the  dear th  of 
jobs  for  univers i ty  graduates 
who have  loose l y  consol idated 
into  a  movement  to  demand 
more  job opportunit ies .  For 
The New York Times ,  Nadi 
Bakr i  descr ibes  the  despair  fe l t 
in  Morocco a s  “ the  r i se  of  the 
pract ice  a l so  i l lustrates  how 
l i t t le  the  Arab revolts  have 
changed the  condit ions  that 
led  to  mass  unrest  in  the  f i r s t 
p lace .”

C y b e r 
S q u a b b l e s 
B e t w e e n  S a u d i 
a n d  I s r a e l i 
H a c k e r s
Cyber  attacks  were  exchanged 
between hackers  f rom Saudi 
Arabia  and Israe l  l a st  week, 
threatening  to  br ing  down 
economic  inst i tut ions  and 
exacerbate  deter iorat ing 
re lat ions ,  reported The Jer usa lem 
Post . 

Hackers  ident i f ied  a s  Saudis 
reportedl y  brought  down the 
Tel  Aviv  Stock Exchange  and 
El  Al  webs ites .  In  addit ion, 
deta i led  credit  card  informat ion 
of  Israe l i s  was  leaked and made 
ava i lab le  onl ine  by  an  unknown 
Saudi  a sser t ing ,  “The motivat ion 
was  pol i t ica l . ”

Israe l ’s  Publ ic  Diplomacy  and 
Diaspora  Minister  Yul i  Edelste in 
responded to  the  inc idents  by 
proc la iming ,  “The cyber  war 
a ga inst  Israe l  i s  ver y  rea l…It ’s 
not  just  about  wr i t ing  Jews  dr ink 
b lood and something  l ike  that . 
It ’s  an  attack on [ the  Israe l i  a i r 
l iner]  El  Al ,  on  i t s  companies  and 
i t s  people . ” 

In  another  ar t ic le  by  The 
Jer usa lem Post ,  Israe l i  hackers 
reta l iated  by  br inging  down the 
Saudi  Arabian  Monetar y  Agency 
webs ites  and the  Abu Dhabi 
Secur i t ies  Exchange .  An Internet 
group ca l led  Israe l  Defenders , 
were  reportedl y  responsib le  for 
the  cyber  attack according  to  one 
Israe l i  hacker. 

The group c la imed in  a  s tatement 
that  their  act ions  were  t r ig gered 
by  “ lame hackers  f rom Saudi 
Arabia  decided to  launch an  attack 
a ga inst  Israe l i  s i tes . ”  They  added 
“this  i s  onl y  the  beginning…there 
may be  d isr upt ion to  the  [Saudi ] 
government ’s  s tock exchange 
s i te . ” 

However,  an  Israe l i  hacker 
remarked,  “Usua l l y  we do not  l ike 
to  hur t  innocent  s i tes ,  but  there 
i s  now a  cyber  war,  and ever y  war 
has  v ict ims .” 

A Saudi  Internet  user  ident i f ied 
a s  0xOmar,  who i s  responsib le 
for  a  number  of  Internet  attacks 
a ga inst  Israe l i  s i tes ,  announced 
that  h is  cyber  attacks  would 
cont inue  unt i l  the  Israe l i 
government  “apologized for 
what  he  descr ibed a s  a  ‘genocide 
a ga inst  Pa lest ine ’ . ” 

Current l y,  the  exchange  of  cyber 
attacks  remains  at  a  s tandst i l l 
a s  an  Israe l i  hacker  commented 
that  h is  team,  known as  the  IDF 
Team,  “…wi l l  not  attack without 
reason.” 

In  re lated  news ,  Pa lest in ian 
youth in  the  West  Bank protested 
a ga inst  a  meet ing  between Israe l i 

and Pa lest in ian  negot iators , 
according  to  the  UAE Dai l y,  The 
Khalee j  Times . 

Ear l ier  th is  month,  negot iators 
met  twice  before  fo l lowing 
strong encoura gements  by 
the  Middle  East  Quartet  –  a 
d ip lomatic  ent i ty  comprised of 
the  European Union,  Russ ia ,  the 
United Nat ions ,  and the  United 
States . 

However,  Pa lest in ian  protesters 
a ssembled before  the  Ramal lah 
headquar ters  of  Mahmud Abbas , 
Pres ident  of  the  Pa lest in ian 
Author i ty.  The protesters 
“d ismissed the  ta lks  a s  ‘ fut i le ’ , ” 
and a sser ted in  a  s tatement  that 
“The Pa lest in ian  negot iators 
made a  mistake  in  returning  to 
the  negot iat ing  table  on Januar y 
3  and 10,  bett ing  on the  same 
process  that  fa i led  for  two 
decades . ” 

Nonetheless ,  the  Middle  East 
Quartet  establ i shed a  deadl ine 
a s  of  Januar y  26  for  both s ides 
to  complete  “comprehens ive 
proposa ls  on borders  and secur i ty 
that  could  ser ve  a s  a  foundat ion 
for  future  ta lks . ” 

Syr ia  Hits  the 
Fan
A conclus ive  resu l t  of  the  Arab 
Lea gue  fact- f inding  miss ion to 
Syr ia  leaves  a  ser ies  of  quest ions 
unanswered for  the  internat iona l 
community,  according  to  Al -
Arabiya . 

The Arab Lea gue  has  been 
discuss ing  for  some t ime 
now how to  tackle  the  Arab 
Republ ic ’s  upr is ings  and 
subsequent  crackdowns .   Nabi l 
Al -Araby,  current  Secretar y 
Genera l  of  the  Arab Lea gue , 
s tated there  wi l l  be  no “ma gic 
wand”  that  wi l l  reso lve  the 
Syr ian  cr i s i s .   The Arab Lea gue 
head added that  a  fore ign 
inter vent ion i s  unl ike l y,  a s 
“Syr ia  does  not  spur  incent ives 
for  other  countr ies  that  se l l 
weapons  to  inter vene .  It  does 

“The cyber war 
against Israel is 
very real.” 
-Israel’s Public Diplomacy 
and Diaspora Minister Yuli 
Edelstein
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not  have  o i l . ”  

Support  for  the  d iss ident  Free 
Syr ian  Army has  reportedl y 
increased drast ica l l y,  according 
to  Voice  of  America .   The 
organizat ion i s  comprised mainl y 
of  so ld iers  who have  defected 
f rom the  nat iona l  army and 
have  begun sta g ing  attacks 
on government  and mi l i tar y 
insta l lat ions  in  addit ion to 
c la shing  with  secur i ty  forces .  

In  re lated  news ,  Turkish  Foreign 
Minister  Ahmet  Davotoglu 
announced that  a  Russ ian  cargo 
ship  momentar i l y  he ld  in  Cy pr us 
had reached i t s  f ina l  dest inat ion 
in  a  Syr ian  port .   The Turkish 
FM labe led  the  ship ’s  contents 
a s  “dangerous  cargo”  whi le 
Cy pr iot  media  mainta ined 
reports  of  up to  60 tons  of 
ammunit ion and explos ives .  
Thus  far,  Turkey  has  taken a 
harsh  stance  a ga inst  Syr ian 
Pres ident  Bashar  Al -Assad ’s 
handl ing  of  the  upr is ings .
Lebanon’s  Dai l y  Star  a l so 
reported harsh  words  spoken 
by  US Pres ident  Barack Obama, 
who ca l led  the  cont inued 
crackdown “unacceptable”  whi le 
mainta in ing  America ’s  ca l l 
for  a l -Assad to  cede  power  to 
popular  opposit ion. 

Fur thermore ,  reg iona l  leaders 
have  a l so  begun to  formulate 
their  pos i t ions  on Syr ia ,  with 
Qatar i  emir  Sheikh Hamad bin 
Khal i fa  a l -Thani  ca l l ing  for 
an  Arab mi l i tar y  inter vent ion 
in  Syr ia  to  “stop the  k i l l ing . ”  
However,  Al -Assad has  a l so 
found a l l ies  in  Russ ia  and China 
who have  repeatedly  vetoed 
United Nat ions  Secur i ty  Counci l 
reso lut ions  a ga inst  the  Arab 
Republ ic .  

Syr ian  sent iment  in  favor  of  UN 
Secur i ty  Counci l  involvement 
does  ex ist  however,  a s  Colonel 
Riyadh a l -Assad,  leader  of  the 
Free  Syr ian  Army,  to ld  the  Arab 
Lea gue  to  “quickl y  t ransfer  the 
case  of  Syr ia  to  the  UN Secur i ty 
Counci l . ”   Across  one  of  Syr ia ’s 
southern borders ,  an  unnamed 
senior  mi l i tar y  of f icer  in  Israe l 

expressed rea l  concern over 
the  fate  of  “huge  stockpi les”  of 
chemica l  and bio logica l  weapons 
amassed by  the  Syr ian  reg ime, 
should  government  contro l 
co l lapse  ent i re l y.  

In  the  midst  of  internat iona l 
d ia logue  and interna l  v io lence , 
numerous  sources  d iscuss  the 
supposedly  wide  support  base 
the  Syr ian  government  st i l l 
reta ins .   Redress  revea ls  that 
a s  many a s  ha l f  of  Syr ians 
have  remained support ive 
of  the  contested reg ime 
throughout  the  b loodshed.  
According  to  YouGov S ira j 
sur vey  commiss ioned by  Al -
Jazeera ,  55  percent  of  Syr ians 
favor  Pres ident  a l -Assad.  
Redress  c la ims  that  gross 
fa l lac ies  subs ist  in  the  sur vey ’s 
methodology,  c i t ing  that  the 
sur vey  had only  97  respondents 
f rom Syr ia ,  55  percent  of  which 
y ie lds  a  f igure  of  53  reg ime 
supporters  among a  populat ion 
of  over  20 mi l l ion .  

Redress  attempted to  expla in 
the  phenomena of  what  i t 
descr ibed a s  mis informat ion 
a ga inst  opposit ion to  the  Syr ian 
government .  The source  quoted, 
“Pro-Western  dictators  l ike  Ben 

Al i  and Mubarak are  cons idered 
fa i r  game,  but  when i t  comes  to 
toppl ing  contrar ian  d ictators 
l ike  Gaddaf i  and Assad there ’s 
l inger ing  sympathy  for  them.”  

Although Syr ia ’s  future  i s 
uncer ta in ,  what  remains  cer ta in 
i s  that  the  v io lence  and ki l l ing 
wi l l  cont inue .   New York based 
Human Rights  Watch was  quoted 
recent l y  in  Al -Arabiya  a s  s tat ing 
that  506 c iv i l ians  have  been 
ki l led  a longs ide  490 Syr ians 
deta ined s ince  Arab Lea gue 
obser vers  entered the  countr y.  

Fur thermore ,  Al -Arabiya  reports 
that  Iran ,  whose  government 
has  reportedl y  p layed an  act ive 
ro le  in  support ing  the  Syr ian 
government ,  of fered the  Syr ian 
Musl im Brotherhood severa l 
pos i t ions  in  power  so  long  a s  a l -
Assad,  who has  mainta ined c lose 
t ies  with  Tehran,  i s  a l lowed to 
remain  in  power. 

I r a n  a t  O d d s 
w i t h  t h e  We s t
Iranian of f ic ia l s  responded to 
the  a ssa ss inat ion of  one  of  their 
sc ient ists  by  warning  the  West 
of  poss ib le  reta l iat ion,  reported 
The Washington Post . 

During  the  bur ia l  process ion of 
the  nuclear  chemist ,  Ahmadi-
Roshan who was  k i l led  in  broad 
day l ight ,  “Thousands  of  angr y 
Iranians  demonstrated a ga inst 
the  United States  and Israe l . ”  In 
addit ion,  Iran’s  supreme leader, 
Al i  Khamenei ,  “a l so  threatened 
revenge  in  a  letter  of  condolence 
to  the  sc ient ist ’s  fami l y…”

Although re lat ions  between Iran 
and the  West  cont inue  down a 
dubious  course  and Iranians  face 
accusat ions  of  i l lega l  nuc lear 
weapons  deve lopment ,  the 
reg ime’s  of f ic ia l s  have  “s igna led 
a  readiness  to  negot iate  on at 
lea st  one  of  the  nuclear  d isputes 
behind the  countr y ’s  worsening 
feud with  the  United States . ” 

In  an  ef for t  to  appease  Western 

“We cannot accept 
the ferocious 
repression by Syrian 
leaders, a repression 
that is driving the 
country towards a 
chaos that benefits 
extremists of all 
sorts.” 
- French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy



8

concerns ,  Asharq  Alawsat 
reported that  Iranian  of f ic ia l s 
permitted the  Internat iona l 
Atomic  Energy  Agency  (IAEA) 
to  lead  a  t r ip  cons ist ing  of  a 
“h igh- leve l  UN nuclear  a gency 
de legat ion”  to  Tehran,  poss ib l y 
on Januar y  28 .  However,  i t 
remains  uncer ta in  i f  the 
de legat ion would  have  the 
opportunity  to  v i s i t  s i tes 
covered in  a  November  IAEA 
report ,  or  i f  the  de legat ion 
would  so le l y  enga ge  in  ta lks  with 
Iranian  representat ives .  

In  the  November  report ,  the 
IAEA stated i t  “was  ab le  to 
bui ld  an  overa l l  impress ion that 
Tehran ‘carr ied  out  act iv i t ies 
re levant  to  the  deve lopment 
of  a  nuc lear  explos ive  device ’ . ” 
However,  Iranian  of f ic ia l s  c la im 
the  report  i s  “base less . ” 

A dip lomat  speaking  on behal f 
of  the  Tehran-bound de legat ion 
remarked,  “The a im of  th is 
miss ion i s  to  t r y  to  get  answers 
once  and for  a l l  to  a l l  the 
quest ions  ra i sed  by  the  IAEA’s 
report  in  November.” 

In  ana l yz ing  internat iona l 
re lat ions  with  Iran ,  Ray  Takeyh 
for  The Washington Post , 
opined that  the  a ssa ss inat ion 
of  the  Iranian  sc ient ist  i s  “ se l f -
defeat ing  in  the  sense  that  [ i t 
does]… l i t t le  to  s low Iran’s 
nuc lear  program,”  and instead 
p lays  “ into  the  reg ime’s  hands 
a s  i t  seeks  to  f racture  the 
internat iona l  community. ” 

To mainta in  so l idar i ty  in  the 
Western  coa l i t ion ,  according 
to  Takeyh,  i t  must  be  stressed 
that  “ i t  i s  Iran’s  behavior  that 
remains  outs ide  the  parameters 
of  lega l i ty  so  long  a s  Tehran 
cont inues  to  enr ich  uranium in 
def iance  of  U.N.  reso lut ions  and 
threatens  to  imper i l  peacefu l 
mar i t ime traf f ic .  Any act ion that 
d istracts  attent ion f rom Iran’s 
i l lega l  behavior  onl y  retards  the 
ef for ts  to  d isarm the  Is lamic 
Republ ic . ” 

Fur thermore ,  in  an  op-ed 
by  David  Ignat ius  for  The 

Washington Post ,  the  author 
sug gested that  a s  US-Iranian 
re lat ions  remain  severe l y 
conf rontat iona l ,  i t  i s  cr i t ica l 
that  “both [nat ions]  take  quiet 
s teps  to  avoid  misca lcu lat ions 
and misunderstandings  that  can 
lead  to  an  inadver tent  mi l i tar y 
conf l ict . ” 

He fur ther  pointed out 
weaknesses  in  Iranian-US 
re lat ions  and added,  “Today 
Washington and Tehran lack any 
s imi lar  means  of  communicat ion 
in  a  cr i s i s… They communicate 
indirect l y,  through the  Swiss 
embassy,  which i s  inadequate .” 

As  such,  Ignat ius  proposed that , 
“ the  United States  and Iran 
should  explore  the  poss ib i l i ty 
of  d i rect  contact  through 
the  sor t  of  back channel  that 
nat ions  use  to  communicate 
urgent  messa ges  -  namely,  their 
inte l l igence  ser v ices . ”  In  ef fect , 
such a  communicat ion channel 
may  amend an i ssue  that  “has 
f r ustrated past  e f for ts  to  enga ge 
Iran  -  which i s  the  lack  of  an 
author i tat ive  intermediar y. ”

In  conclus ion,  the  author  warned 
that  a  ver y  l imited amount  of 
t ime remains  for  communicat ion 
improvements .  “Economic 
sanct ions  are  creat ing  a 
worsening  cr i s i s  for  Ian ,  one 
that  i s  a  potent ia l  threat  to  the 
reg ime’s  sur v iva l .  And more 
potent  sanct ions  are  on the  way. 
Meanwhi le ,  Israe l  the  United 
States  and other  a l l ied  nat ions 
are  conduct ing  cover t  act ions 
a ga inst  the  Iranian  nuclear 
program,”  Ignat ius  expla ined. 

“The United 
States and Iran 
should explore the 
possibility of direct 
contact through the 
sort of back channel 
that nations use to 
communicate urgent 
messages - namely, 
their intelligence 
services.” 
-David Ignatius for The 
Washington Post
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